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Axoweo the women the first case presented 
was one of ‘ . 
HYSTERIA, 
Which I at a 
g woman, 23. irl in whom 
pon Ss war one may call her a girl, and 
women are not displeased to be called girls at 
25, though it is hardly fair to call you boys 
at four-and-twenty—laboured under hysteria 
which arose from the sweetheart of the maiden 
being 200 miles off. This had such an effect 
on her as not only to throw her into fits, but 
to make her very peevish—suappish even to 
me, though I believe I was rather a bit of 
a favourite with her, because she told the 
sister that if I would go to her bedside alone 
without the nurse or “ey else, she 
would tell me all about it. But I was quite 
satisfied with the sister’s account. ‘The hys- 
teria affected the right side of the body 
most, and particularly the frce ; the face was 
drawn to the right side from the violeat con- 
traction of the right set of muscles. The 
right hand wae clenched, and the thumb re- 
markably drawn in towards the fingers. The 
right arm gave more resistance in the fits 
than the left. She was the girl that had lost 
her speech so far as to be able only to say 
**toe” for so, and “* yet” for yes ; and spoke 
exactly like a child. The treatment: was 
_ decidedly anti-inflammatory. Sle was cup- 


_ ped, in the first place, in the loins toa pint, 


once in the occiput to a pint, and well purg- 


“ed every day with a glyster of the oil of tur- 


_ pentine—three ounces of the oil of turpen- 
tine to sixteen ounces of gruel. ‘This was 
Pe her the day after her admission on the 
th of February; again on the 5th, and soon 
for several days. Under this treatment the 
fits became very slight, as well ao rare, and at | 
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last ceased altogether, so that I left off this 
treatment, gave her the house-diet and tonic 
medicines—a drachm of the subcarbonate of 
iron three times a day. She could now say 
«* yes” like anybody else, and pronounced 
every word like other people ; was no longer 
peevish, but received me (as she did all) 
with a smile, and laughed, whereas she used 
tosnap us up as if we wished to do heran 
injury. The case had existed as much as 


two years. 

You will find this a successful mode 
of treating many cases of hysteria—that is 
to say, free loss of blood from the occiput 
or loius, or perhaps from the arm. Those 
are convenient places to cup. This girl 
was cupped there ; for as the disease arose 
from this peculiar exciting cause in her, I 
was anxious to cup her in those quarters. 
Thé oil of turpentine is certainly a most 
useful remedy in hysteria. It certainly has 
far more effect, I think, than common par- 
gatives. Itseemsto have a peculiar opera- 
tion (I will not say what) on the nervous 
system. 


ACUTO*CHRONIC BRONCHITIS, 


There was, in the same ward, a woman 
presented, who had come in with acute 
bronchitis, or, rather, acato-chronic bron- 
chitis. She was twenty-eight years of age, 
and the disease had existed two months. 
She had very rapid, shallow respiration ; 
great quickness of pu reat sonorous 
rattle in various parts of the chest—violeat 
cough—the feast motion excited the cough. 
She was bled to fainting, had five grains of 
the submurias hydrargyri every six hours, 
and was put on slops, Under that treat- 
ment the acute form of the disease ceased, 
but I found there was more td be subdued 
than I had originally treated. ‘There was 
great hardness in the region of the liver, 
and, indeed, we could feel the liver nearly as 
low as the umbilicus, extending horizon- 
tally. This was a chronic disease, and had 
not been complained of by her, When she 
was up, and recovered from the bronchitis, 
1 found the abdomen looked very large, as 
large as_if she were p at. For this 


she was takiog the hydriodate of potass in 


U 
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the form of solution, a drachm to the ounce 


of water. She began with ascruple of the 
solution three times a day, at last 
reached two scruples and a half. But there 
‘was, after the bronchitis wept owas very 
violent cough, which came in sudden fits— 
of a character called that is to 
say, there was no local disturbance evident 
to the senses that would explain it; there 
was a cough of a very violent nature out of 

proportion to any inflammatory irrita- 
tion. When inflammation cannot be discover- 
ed, or the cough is out of proportion to any 
inflammation or organic disease that exists, 
we generally call it spasmodic. Such a cough 
I have frequently subdued with iron. This 
woman took a drachm of the carbonate every 
two hours, and she very soon lost her teer- 
ing cough. It only came on at last when 
she took the medieine, just when she was 
undergoing the irritation of swallowing the 
sticky electuary, so that I omitted it alto- 
gether, and she appeared to be well till, 
just when she was going out, an inflamma- 
tory stete of the larynx came on, which re- 
quired different treatment. Leeches were 
eordered.for it. However, she had a great 
antipathy to them, she refused to have them 
on, and, of course, insubordination in the 
hospital could not he allowed; it was my 
duty to do for her the best I could, and see 
that my directions were obeyed. I did not 
conceive it possible for me to benefit ber 
but by the application of the leeches, and 
as she would not submit to this order she 
went away. 

Thie case affords a example of 
curing bronchitis by bleeding and el, 
and also of violent — cough—of 
cough independent inflammation, and 
yielding very decidedly to the carbonate of 
iron, though inflammation had so recently 
existed. You will frequently find cough of 
this kiad arising without any visible dis- 
turbance, and you will find no remedy so 

as iron, I do not know that the car- 
of iron is better than any other form, 
but iron certainly is the great remedy for it. 


There was presented, on the same > 


ICTERUDS. 


This was woman who had been ill six 
days with jaundice, I need not tell you 
what her symptoms were in 
wish to draw your attention particularly to 
pain and 
tenderness in the epigastrium and right 
hypochondrium, and that she was hot end 
thirsty ; the jaundice had existed but six 
days. This is a form that continually oo- 
curs, but is not the only form; when it 


ON JAUNDICE. 


The treatment in her case was to cup her 
over the epigastrium to a pint. As she was 
costive, she had ten grains of calomel di- 
rectly, and ten grains more at bed-time, 
which was worked off with house-medi- 
cine—salts and senna—the next morning ; 
she was pution slops, and the-next day her 
jaundice was less, the next day still less, 
and so on. No other treatment but this 
was adopted, and she was cured. She was 
admitted on the 3d of March, and on the 
11th she had no trace of jaundice. 

Now, this was not the effect of 4 
for she had no stool till after the jaundice 
had begun to decline very considerably. I 
have no doubt that it was the cupping that 
removed the jaundice. You will find a great 
many cases of jaundice depend on hepatic 
inflammation; 1 presume about the ducts, 
perhaps the interior of the ducts; 1 will 
not say inflammation of the interior of the 
ducts, but only inflammation or congestion 
about the ducts in some part of theircourse ; 
and you will find in many of those cases 
with pain about the region of the liver, that 
if treat them simply, as hepatitis, you 
will get rid of them. ‘This is of great im- 
portance. Jaundice arises from a varie 
of causes, In some cases no treatment 
do any good, for there is organic disease of 
the liver; in others cohesion of the ducts; 
in others, impacted gall-stones; in other 
cases there is merely a little obstruction 
neer the end of the ducts, and purging will 
carry that off. In other cases there is he- 
patitis, and if you give remedies of a fan- 
ciful nature, supposed to have a specific 
power, you will do no good; whereas if 
you bleed and follow that up with purging, 
just as in hepatitis, you will remove it. But 
I am quite satisfied that mercurial purging 
generally answers better than common purg- 
ing in jaundice ; I do not know that it does 
so by any specific action on the liver. It 
may do good in two ways, first by removing 
inflammation, when inflammation is the 
cause, from its great anti-inflammatory 
power; and secondly, by causing the ab- 
sorption of obstructing. matters, from its 
general power of exciting the absorbents. 
Bat its common anti-inflammatory power is 
quite sufficient to explain its beneficial ope- 
ration in a great number of cases. 


There was a woman presented who had 


- 


1) been in the hospital some time, labouring 


under— 
OVARIAN DROPSY. 


She presented herself from her own desire 
for change of air, and because she was 
wanted at home, This was a case in which 
the hydriodate of potass had been used ; and 
it appeared that her size bad diminished in 
the course of the last tree months, I should 
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think to the extent of about five inches. She 
kept an accurate measurement of herself, 
and it was found that she was steadily dimi- 
nishing ; she was fer from her natural size, 
but still the diminution of her bulk was 
ing on progressively. She found herself 

ired of staying in the confined wards of 
hospital, and desired to go into the 

try fora short time. She was taking, 
time of ber presentation, the hydryo- 

of potass and. the tincture of iodine, 

the ioduretted hydriodate of potass as it is 
called, and also rubbing in the hydriodate 
of potass carefully and perseveringly, for 
was a very persevering woman, In 
most cases friction is employed in a very 
imperfect manner. I believe that many 
merely smear ointments upon the surface. 
Nothing is worse managed in our profession, 
I am satisfied, than friction; it is only 
where a patient has great perseverance, or 
where an iadividual is en professedly 
to rub, that friction is employed effectually. 
When we order liniments, and things of 
that description, I am quite sure, perfectly 


satisfied, that usually not half, nay, not a 
= part, of our intention is carried into 
t. 


I may mention that there is another wo- 
men in the same ward, I think labouring 
decidedly under ovarian disease ; she was 
admi' about two months ago, and has 
been subjected to the same treatment, at 
least to the friction of the hydriodate of 
potuss, and the hydriodate of potass inter- 
nally. She is at this moment taking of the 
solution to which I hefore alluded, ten fluid 
scruples three times aday. Now, this wo- 
man has been likewise steadily diminishing. 
Tn her there is not merely a fluid enlarge- 
ment of the ovary, but something solid ; 
you may feel cartilaginous induration at 
various points. ‘Though she was steadily 
diminishing and growing much softer, she 
began, a few days ago, all at once to dimi- 
nish rapidly; but 1 cannot say that it was 
owing to the medicine. She had been on 
the pot, and suddenly found in the vessel a 
quantity of bloody liquid, which she says 
came from her, in the course of two days, 
to the amount of two quarts. She could not 
say whether it came from the vagina or 
rectum ; but it is very clear ulceration has 
taken place somewhere or other, and that 
that fluid was poured forth through it. I 
should suppose it is into the vagina; a 
very small opening would be sufficient. It 
is a red and thick discharge, not watery. 
The tamour has greatly lessened, so that she 
now hardly appears larger than other wo- 
mea. It 4 possible that the hydriodate of 
potass has caused absorption to a great 
extent in some one part, and so promoted 
ulceration ; but I should presume one ought 
to consider, that all the absorption w 


could have been juced by the remedy 
could have no if had not 
been commencing ulceration, | think one 
may say that nature must have set up the 
ulceration, and that the hydriodate of potass 
may have assisted this process, 

mention the case now, because she will 
he presented, probably, after the clinical 
lectures are over, and then | may not have 
an opportunity of speaking of her remark- 
able case. Her health has been very good 
all the time: not the least pain or indispo- 
sition occurred. I had great hopes of dimi- 
nishing the tumour gradually, though not 
of removing its cartilaginous parts. I met 
with a case of this description two or three 
years ago, where the tumour all disappear- 
ed in one night. A woman was taking 
some active purgative medicine, and ull at 
once she waa seized with a violent pain in 
the abdomen and profuse purging ; she dis- 
charged an immense quantity of watery fluid 
by the rectum, and a large, hard tumour of 
the abdomen was gone by the morning. In 
that case, from a great secretion in the in- 
testines, a great absorption probably took 
place within the tumour. hat was dis- 
charged was a mere thin, watery fluid, such 
as you see in common purging, After a 
short time the fluid accumulated again, but 
the woman would not submit a second time 
to cathartics, and she went out. What 
afterwards became of her I do not know, 
but this I do know, that in the course of 
one night a bulky woman, a woman as large 
as if she were just going to lie-in, became 
as flat as a man or a maiden, 

Some cases of this kind you may find 
mentioned, in which the tumour suddenly 
disappeared after a fall. It has been sup- 
posed in those cases, that the ovary burst 
into the peritoneum, and that the fallopian 
tubes sucked up the contents, and conveyed 
them into the vagina, Bat itis just as pro- 
bable, I think, that the tumour burst, and the 
absorbents of the peritoneum sucked it all 
up, and that the vessels of the kidneys dis- 
charged it ; for it is not easy to learn from 
women whether the fluid comes from the 
urethra or the vagina,—and the former sup- 
position is nothing more than what occurs 
every day in common dropsy; excessive 
secretion at some outlet, and excessive ab- 
sorption of accumulated fluid. 

Another case among the women, was one of 
GASTRODYNIA 
That is, pain at the stomach, ind t of 
inflammation or organic disease, occurred 
after meals, and was attended by acidity. 
This she had suffered for two months. She 
was twenty-three years of age. Now in such 
a case, if you have no tenderness, you will 
find that the hydrocyanic acid is one of the 
remedies you can employ ; but if there 
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are tendernessand inflammation—if it is gas- nausea with her, so that she could only take 


tritic gastrodynia, it is in vain to give the three minims, Under the treatment of ap- 
hydrocyanic acid, it will only aggravate the | plying leeches and the bydrocyanic acid, she. 
complaint, at least if the inflammation is cou- | went away perfectly well, You will find a 
siderable, If the intammation—the tender- | great number of those cases occur in females 
ness—is trifling compared with the pain, | about this period of life—twenty-three years 
whether constant or occasional, then you of age; great many of them are accompa- 
may have recourse to the acid; but you | nied by palpitation, and sometimes supposed 
must have also local 7 to of disease of the heart—at least 
ing on account of the inflammation, if s so by the patients themselves. 
tenderness gradually disappears afterthe, i 
of you not | wes cose tik presented of 
leeches at all, but trust to the acid, un- | 

der the sepposition thet the i pleneatery (oO INFLAMMATION OF THE LARYNX, 
state arises solely from spasm. After any|The woman was hoarse—sbe could only 
attack of pain in the stomach and elsewhere, speak in a whisper; she had a cough, and 
there is a soreness. Every-body knows,' on pressing the laryax it was tender; this 
that after an attack of cramp in the leg, for | was ee enough of disease of the larynx. 
instance, there is soreuess of the calves iu| But I do not think in most of those cases 
the morning ; so after an attack of gastro- | you can say what disease of the larynx there 
dynia there is a soreness of the stomach, is, whether there is merely chronic inflam- 
bat it y disappears more aud more | mation, or whether there is disease of struc- 
every day. Ifthere is nothing more than ture. You now and then may be right, but 
that soreness left after the attack, the re-| as frequently you may be wrong ; therefore 


medies for spasm will answer every pur- I usually content myself only with writing 


; but if the tenderness is continued, at the bed-head, Morbus Laryngis. 


especially with thirst and heat in the sto- 
mach, and up the throat, then you will be 
sure there is a fixed inflammation. 
Now in this case there was too much ten- 
derness on pressure to suppose it the mere 
nce of the preceding spasm; and I 
think we bad recourse to twenty leeches to 
the epigastrium. Those were applied every 
day for some time ; but as spasmodic pain 
came on after every-thing she took,—as be- 
sides inflammation there were spasmodic, 
attacks, she began to take the prussic acid, 
and she commenced with two minims three | 
times a day, immediately after she had had, 
her meals, for it was after eating that the 
sharp pain came on. The dose was increased 
to three minims, then to four minims, and 
nextto six minims. When she came to 
take six minims for a dose, she began to feel 
a little sickness from it, and a little giddi- 
ness; 1 reduced it immediately to four;) 
this, however, had now the effect of the six, 
and I was obliged to reduce it to three. 
You will find that very few can bear more 
than three, or four, or five minims. It is 
very wrong to begin with a dose of more 
thaa two minims; it is safer and better, 
indeed, to begin with one ; but I certainly 
never would begin with more than two. 
And you will find, when you reach a dose 
that disagrees, that frequently a smaller dose 
must be given than the largest that before 
did not disagree. Now this woman took six 
minims before it produced nausea. When 
the six minims produced nausea, I reduced 
it to four directly ; but though she had borne 
the four well in the first instance, yet she 


woman had been ili nineteen months. She. 
had cough and expectoration, The larynx 
was tender on pr , and the tonsils ulcer- 
ated. From the healthy appearance of the 
ulceration of the tousils, | was in hopes 
there was nothing more wrong with her than 
common inflammation. If there is organic 
disease of the larynx, I believe you cau do 
no good. If there is hypertrophy—a morbid 
growth, an excrescence, or scrofulous tu- 
bercles, or any organic disease, | p 

you cau do no good, except, of course, the 
organic and specific disease is syphilitic. 
But if it is merely chronic inflammation, or 
simple ulceration from common causes, or 
if it is a syphilitic affection, then you may 
do a great deal of good by mercury and local 
means. I do not know any-thing that is 
better. 1 could not quite satisfy myself in 
the ut case, whether there was a vene- 
real taint or not; for people will give you 
Sometimes a most obscure and false ac- 
count. If it is a common chronic inflam- 
mation of the larynx, no medicine is so 
xood as mercury. I ordered leeches to be 
continually applied, and poultices, and she 
took blue pill twice a day. The dose of the 
blue pill was increased to ten grains twice 
a day, and at last to fifteen grains twice 
day till the mouth became sore. Leeches 
were applied to the external part of the la- 
rynx every other day for some time. There 
was no other medicine » except 
that to keep her bowels open she took croton 
oil, about a quarter of a minim every night. 
She lost the hoarseness, could speak very 
well, and I believe all that remained was a 


could not bear the four now; it produced 


little cough. She was admitted on the 3d 
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ASCARIDES AND ACUTE RHEUMATISM. 


of December, and presented 6n the 17th of 
March. These are cases that require long 
treatment, even when you are successful. 11 
is to be remembered, too, that though she 
was here three months, she had had the dis- 
ease nineteen months before she came in. 

I see there was a case of continued fever, 
which was treated in the usual manner, and 
the usual symptoms. I think | 


ve not now lost a patient with continued 
fever for between two and three years, ex- 
cepting one man who came here in the las! 
stage of the disease, and when there was 
no opportunity of doing any-thing for him. 


Among the males was presented » boy 
who came in with 


ASCARIDES. 
Ascarides or maw-worms, or thread- 
worms, far more frequently affect children 
than adults. You will rarely see the tape- 
worm in children. I do not know that | 
ever did; but the ascarides of this kind 
called ascaris oxyuris, as well as those called 
ascaris lumbricoides, are those that occu: 
very commonly in children. You will see 
them occasiovally in adults, but far more 
frequently in children, and children rarely 
have any other. The ascaris oxyuris, or 
thread-worm, occurs, too, particularly iv 
one part of the intestines, and that is the 
rectum. They cause a great secretion of 
mucus there, in which they wallow ; and 
if they are numerous, they sometimes creep 
out, hut it is not to creep back again ; when 
they have once come into the open air, they 
very soon shrivel up and die. Now in this 
boy they had been so numerous, that they 
crawled out at night, and his mother used 
to pick them from off his nates and sur- 
rounding parts. I'he symptoms of the dis- 
ease were—violent itching of the nose and 
of the anus, emaciation, and headach ; the 
boy looked extremely ill. I should only 
have guessed at the existence of the worms, 
but, from the account he gave me that they 
were continually seen crawling from him. He 
had likewise, I should have said, nausea and 
vomiting. Nausea, vomiting, violent head- 
ach, emaciation, and itching of the nose and 
fundament. 
_ Now as these worms lodge in the rectum, 
it is much better, I think, to apply your 
remedies to that part directly, than to give 
the patient the trouble of taking them by 
the mouth, and sending them all the way 
down the stomach and intestines. 1 there- 
fore ordered him a glyster of the oil of tur- 
pentine—half an ounce of the oil of turpen- 
tine to half a pint of barley water. This 
was used, but no worms came away. I 
thought, though I had generally cured the 
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ticular case, the worms might be situated 
higher up than the glyster could reach, 
which might be the reason I had failed. I 
therefore gave him the turpentine by the 
mouth, first in doses of two drachms, and 
then half an ounce, but still no worms came 
away. He, however, lost all his symptoms. 
He was admitted on the 24th of February, 
and after the first glyster his head was bet- 
ter. On the 4th of March the account is 
that he feels better—bas no itching of his 
nose or anus, and feels perfectly well. 

Now I have no doubt there was no decep- 
tion here, because there appeared to be no 
reason for it. He was a very nice boy—a 
well-behaved lad, and appeared to ior toa 
people in tolerabie circumstances ; and 
cause I had just seen the same thing occur 
before. I have frequently given the medi- 
cine for worms when the symptoms of 
wornis existed, and when none were dis- 
charged, and when all the good has never- 
the less been done, as if worms had been 
discharged. This has occurred both in the 
hospital to me, and in my Pew practice. 
{ do not know that all the symptoms of 
worms depend on the presence of worms, 
he presence of worms is frequently occa- 
sioned by an unhealthy state of the ali- 
mentary canal; and the oil of turpentine, 
whether worms have been discharged or 
not, “generally has an excellent effect. 
Whether they might actually have been 
discharged in the motions, and not ob- 
served, I cannot say; but the motions were 
examined, and no worms detected. The 
same circumstance is mentioned by Dr. 
Armstrong—I rather think in his second 
work ; and I was very much pleased to see 
that some one had observed it as well as 
myself, for if it had depended on my ob- 
servation alone, it might have been fancied 
that worms had really been discharged, but 
not sufficiently searched for, or that the fact 
was casual, Whether worms were dis- 
charged in this patient and not seen, whe- 
ther the oil of turpentine killed them, and 
they afterwards became so comminuted as 
not to be discovered, I will not say, but the 
oil of turpentine has certainly a very excel- 
lent effect in different cases, which one can- 
not explain by its evacuating properties. 
The boy was discharged on the 17th of 
March, As he was a delicate boy I com- 
menced giving him, a week before he went 
away, the subcarbonate of iron, which he 
took out with him, and under the use of 
which he appeared to be rapidly gaining 


strength. 


Another case presented was one of 


ACUTE RHEUMATISM. 


complaint in this way by applying the oil 


The man had been ill a fortnight with 


of tarpentine to the part, yet, in this par- acute rheumatism, The parts were swollen 


| 


were the larger joints, and he sweat- 
a "Thee was some dificulty of breathing 
in him, and I believe 1 have repeatedly 
tioned that we should always look out 
ft affection of the chest in cases of acute 
rheumatism. There was tenderness, too, on 
pressing the chest. I bled him to a pint, 
and gave him the wine of colcbicum—half 
a drachm every six hours. He took this for 
four days, aud it began to purge hima little. 
It was then taken only twice a day, and did 
perfectly well. He was admitted on the 3rd 
of March, and went away on the 17th per- 
fectly well, having been well for a week pre- 
viously. You will find most cases of acute 
rheumatism get well by bleeding, locally or 
generally, and giving colchicum; though, 
— where this fails, it is right to 
ve recourse to mercury. 


_ There was presented also a case of » 


PALSY OF THE WRISTS FROM LEAD. 
The case was precisely like others that 
T have alluded to, in the course of the win- 
ter, in its symptoms; and it was cured in 
the same way—by the application of elec- 
tricity. 1 never had recourse to electricity 
in this complaint before this winter, and 1 
certainly have had every reason to be satis- 
fied with it. The man got so well in a 
short time that he felt able to go to his 
work, and had no desire to stay here any 
longer ; indeed I believe I may say he got 
ectly well. The electricity was dili- 


gently applied every day to the wrists, and jh 


the form of sparks. I believe I men- 
tioned before that one man in the hospital 
satisfied himself that sparks did much more 
than shocks in his case. ‘This man was 
admitted on the 3d of February. He had 
been working among white lead for nine 
weeks; his wrists had been paralysed for a 
fortnight ; he was in a few days better. On 
the 11th he was much better; and on the 
17th March he was preseuted perfectly well. 


There was a man admitted who said he bad 
AGUE, 

But it isa rule with me never to prescribe 
for ague till some one in the hospital bas 
seen the paroxysm. This is one of the dis- 
eases in which people deceive you; they 
say they have the ague when there is no- 
thing the matter with them ; but om-another 
aceount I do this, which is, that you fre- 
quently find, after patients come into the 
ital, from an aguish situation, they lose 

the disease, by the mere change ef situation. 
1 believe I have seen persons, in this way, 
lose the disease after they had had ten at- 
tacks. After people leave the place where 
they first got the ague they have a tendency 
to lose it. However, I never give the remedy 


DR, ELLIOFSON ON PALSY OF THE WRISTS. 
I am able te satisfy myself 


of 

powers of the remedy ] employ. If the i 
paroxysm is very slight I atill wait, to see if 
it comes on any more. This man said he had 
had the diséase five months. He had been in 
Sierra Leone. He had a tertian, but it had 
ceased for a few weeks, until the night 
before he came to the hospital. He was 
labouring under inflammatory headach when 
he came here, and I had him bled and put 
on slops; in two or three days I had him 
bled again, aod no fit occurred. If I bad 
given him the galicine, or something Of that 
sort, I should have done wrong. When he 
was here some days | found he had gonor- 
thea ; this he thought proper not to tell me 
of before. But on the 4th of March, after he 
was entirely free from all other complaints, 
the disease actually returned. The sister 
of the ward saw the disease, I believed it 
before, because he had a very aguish look ; 
but the sister on this occasion saw it, 1 
gave him the sulphate of quinine, 1 did 
not give it on the first return of the atteck, 
but he had another return, and theg 1 had 
recourse to the remedy. When he took the 
sulphate of quinine the disease entirely 


ce 

Perhaps I onght to mention, in the 
course J elluded extra- 
ordinary case of what appeared to be 


A MODIFICATION OF AGUE, 

Tn_a little boy—a young gentleman who 
was living by the water-side, Some pimples 
ad remained after the application of leeches 
to the abdomen, which became every even- 
ing red and hot, and pained him so violently 
that he was almost aa I never had seen any 
thing of the kind before; but os it came 
regularly on every night at half-past eight 
o'clock, it was sup that it must be 
aguish, I, supposing it was real, recom- 
mended the continuance of the sulphate of 
ro. which the gentleman who was 
then attending him was giving him; be 
was giviog twenty grains every ved i 
four hours, and the disease was decidedly 
checked ; but it returned. I never saw 
auy paroxysm, therefore it was all hearsay 
with me; but it was seen and said that the 
spots were very red at the regular times. 
Now, I certainly had no suspicion of decep- 
tion here: I very often suspect patients 
who are grown up, but I had no idea of a 
little fellow six years of age practising de- 
ception, He went on, however, time after 
time. I lost sight of bim, having recom- 
mended that when the paroxysms came on 
he should have full doses of opium, seeing 
that the sulphate of quinine and salacine 
had entirely failed, though given in large 
doses. He went to a great many practi- 
tioners, and no good was done till he went 
to one who thought that a great deal of it 


till the ague has been seen, and by so doing 
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depended on deception, . I, in my inno- 
cence, never suspected such a thing, but this 
gentleman said he was satisfied that it was 
all deception, and that the best thing they 
could do would be to put the little fellow 
into a tub of cold water, and keep him there 
till he was halfdrowned, They did so, and 
this really put a stop to the diseuse directly. 
1 do not believe that this stop was occasion. 
ed by the effect of the remedy on the mind, 
but it appeared he had been playing this 
trick that he might stay at home and not go 
toschool, I believe that the affection was 
at first real, for the father of the child said 
that before the appearance of the disease he 
was very attentive at school; that after he 
had taken some full doses of the sulphate of 
quinine, and was better, he was always 
eager to get to his books to make up for the 
time he had lost, Again, when the doses of 
the medicines were inereased, the symptoms 
always received acheck. But at last when 
he was quite cured he began to play his 
tricks, and pretend to continue ili that he 
might still remain at home, After the pe- 
riod of deception arrived, [ confess I should 
have still long thought the disease real. But 
I would prefer being taken in 999 times in 
this way, than pronounce a person an im- 


postor once who was a real rer, 
Two cases remain unspoken of ; one a very 


OBSTINATE CASE OF RHEUMATISM, 
Which was admitted on the 16th of De- 
cember, and actually remained here till the 
17th of March. It was at first a case of cold 
theumatism, relieved by warmth and unat- 
tended by heat. He took the ammoniated 
tincture of guaiacum in drachm doses. At 
last I began to suspect there was something 
syphilitic in the case. It is often difficult to 
satisfy yourself that there is something of 
& syphilitic character in such complaints. 
By examining him very closely, I satisfied 
myself that it was a syphilitic character. 1 
then gave him ten grains of the blue-pill 
twice a day, and by doing this, and applying 
leeches to the head which was in great pain 
attended with throbbing, he got well ; but it 


required the exhibition of mereury from the | , 


28th of December till the end of February 
to care him perfectly, You will every now 
and then meet with cases of this description. 
You will meet with cases where you would 
Suppose there could be nothing syphilitic 
whatever, but where that disease exists. 
There are patients who come in with rheu- 
matism, or with eruptions, which at first do 
hot appear to be venereal, aud are there- 
admitted into our clean wards, but 
which, as it were, by close and long obser- 
vation, you find tura out to be syphilitic, and 
must be treated with mercury. 
_ The other was a case of 


ACUTE RHEUMATISM, 

Which was treated with colehicum. I need 
not give you the symptoms. He had been 
ill six days. He took balf adrachm of the 
vinum colchici every six hours; he was put 
on slops, and took two grains of opium every 
night; the disease gave way as soon as he 
was purged; he alsovomited. The case is 
interesting on the following account. He 
began with his medicine on being admitted 
on the 1st of March; the next day he was 
purged, aud the disease slackened ; the dis- 
ease was entirely gone.on the 3rd, The 
purging ceased, but the vomiting conti- 
nued. The colchicum had induced such 
irritability of the stomach, that he vomited 
continually after taking it. Now I let this 
vomiting go on for two days, that I might 
give nature the opportunity of repairing the 
irritating effects of the colchicum, that I 
might have the means of proving to you a 
particular fact—the power of prussic acid 
over the stomach. fn general, when you 
leave off the colchicum, the vomiting de- 
clines, but it did nothere. I then gave him 
the hydrocyanic acid, which he took in the 
dose of two miuims. After the very first dose 
of two minims, the vomiting declined, He 
took another in the evening, and the very 
next day he did not vomit at all. I conceive 
that this is one of the most useful proper- 
ties of the hydrocyanic acid—namely, to put 
& stop to vomiting from mere morbid irrita- 
bility. I do not think the effect of “— 
is so t in any other symptom. 

lieve Coectteeed before, that when you are 
giving the colchicum, and it produces vomit- 
ing, it is very useful to give the acid also, 
and to give it perhaps ten minutes before 
you give the colchicum, When colchicum 
does not produce vomiting, it is unnecessar: 
to give it; but when it does, and you still 
wish to continue it, it will be better to give 
the prussic acid, and to give the doses a 
little before the exhibition of the colchicum. 
In the next lecture I shall have to allude to 
another case, where the vomiting came on 
from taking the colchicum ; when the col- 
chicum was omitted, the vomiting still con- 
tinued; but on the acid being given, it 


topped. 
There was also another case of 
RHEUMATISM, - 

Which had existed a year, and was active. 
‘Tbe inflammation had continued for thattime, 
but the parts were hot. I had recourse to 
local bleeding—eight leeches to each foot, 
and he took colchicum, half a drachm of 
the wine three times a day. Afier all 
the inflammation had been diminished, the 
seemed stationary, the colchi- 
cum did not appear entirely to dissipate the 
complaint ; that is often the case in those 
instances, and then mercury answers a good 
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He took ten 


purpoge. of blue 
twice » day, and was well, i 


With respect to the patients that were 
admitted during the week, I may mention, 
that among the women was a case of palpi- 
tation with dyspepsia, in which there was no 
auscultatory sign—nothing but nausea, vo- 
miting, palpitation, and acidity, It appear: 


out that he had this acute disease for a 
month. I therefore bled him to fainting, 
and after cupping his chest and giving him 
mercury, so a8 to make his mouth tender, 
ne became considerably better ; lost half his 
sufferings. He is now able to breathe toler- 
tbly well, and says there is hardly any thing 
the matter with him but the violent palpita- 
tion, which, however, is considerably re- 
luced, aggravated as it must have been by 
the pul y inflammation. 


to be rapidly giving way by the treatment | 
before alluded to—the exhibition of the hy- 
drocyanic acid. She is 24 years of age. 
There was another patient admitted witl. 
epilepsy, evidently inflammatory, and attend 
ed by a degree of paralysis, for the face i: 
drawn to the left side, and the woman car 
speak but very imperfectly. ‘I'he treatment 
consists in free cupping about the head. 
She has lost twenty ounces in that way, and 
a pint of blood has been taken from the 
arm. She is taking mercury, and already is 
much better. 
' Another case was of fever, in which 
there is no tenderness whatever at the 
pit of the stomach, but great affection ot 
the head,—great pain, great oppression 
shown in the eyes. By the common treat- 
ment usually adopted by me—leeches, cola 
applications -to the head, tepid spunging, 
and the free use of mercury, she is well. 
Fl nn was one said to be a case of 
iles. The was a young 
lady, in piles turned 


out to be excrescences from gonorrhea, | ery 


though of course she had not been in 
such a situation as to get gonorrlwa and 
warts, which, from their appearance, must 
have beea of three months, standing at the 
least. ( Laughter.). 1 immediately sent he: 
to another piace, where we keep all ow 
naughty women. 

Another case was a case of psoriasis gut- 
tata, that which is the connecting link be- 
tween lepra and iasis, ‘This was a casr 
in which the patient had been ill twelve 
years, ‘I'here was slight vertigo, and consi- 
derable tingling and itching of the skin. On 
that account I began to bleed her, and she 
is going through a course of acid—she is 
taking the nitric acid. 

Among the men was admitted a case of 
hypertrophy of the heart, but with an affec- 
tion of the lung, and which without auscul- 
tation would not have been suspected. ‘The 
man had violent palpitation. By putting 
the hand opposite the heart, the thump was 
80 great, that the nature of the case could 
not have been mistaken by any one. He 
had been here before for it, and now came 
complaining of it only. On applying the 
instrument over the chest in general, 
found he had also bronchitis and peripneu- 
monia. Sonorous and crepitous rattle were 
very load, On questioning him, it turned 


e 

There was a case of pleuritis which arose 
‘rom a fall—a case of pleurisy from mecha- 
tical violence. It is necessary to say there 
were no ribs broken here—a point, of course, 
which I ascertained at the commencement 
of the treatment. 

There was a case of acute rheumatism, and 
one of paralysis ayitans from fright. I spoke 
of this diseose before. ‘The patient was a man 
difty years of age ; and usually, I believe, it 
arises at such an age from an organic cause, 
tor I have never been able to cure a person 
of it at or after middle life. I cured one be- 
tween thirty and forty years of age, but he 
was the oldest. In this case it came on from 
fright, and therefore there may be nothing 
organic, and perhaps I shall cure him. He 
is taking the carbonate of irou, and is much 
better. The man regularly receives me with 
a smile, and fancies he is getting well. It 
would not be right at present to give a de- 
cided prognosis. 

sipelas of the |, whic’ ing well. 
Che man Ls that at first he hed headach 
and purging. He applied to a Frenchman, 
who gave him some red powder to put on a 
poultice which was to be applied to the 
oack of the head. ‘This gave him great 
pain, and occasioned much redness. Vio- 
lent pain and erysipelas began in the front 
of the head; but as no inflaiamation ex- 
isted at the back where the powder was 
ipplied, but the skin was only stained red, 
and was not hot or tender, | do not believe 
the erysipelas arose from the powder. He 
was forty-six _ of age. I bled him well, 
and as he had had no stool for two days, I 
gave him a scruple of calomel, and put him 
vn slo Cold water was applied to the 
head, The next day thirty leeches were 
ipplied to the neck, on account of the heat 
aud soreness of his throat, and under this 
treatment he did perfectly well. The mu- 
cous membrane of the throat is often in- 
tamed in cases of erysipelas of the head. I 
may mention that the scruple of calomel 
followed, as it was, by 2 dose of castor oil, 
ovly produced five stools. You see also 
that the celd water which was applied did 


1}o0 harm, and it was refreshing and very 


beneficial. I have never seen any danger 
whatever arisé from the application of cold 
water in erysipelas, as long as the applica- 


ore 


cl 


] 

the 
of 

phe 

vol 

and 

nal 

Jarl 

the 

lad 

inci 

par 

resi 

com 

ext 

its 

dur; 


MR. FRASER’S CASE OF SCROTAL TUMOUR. 297 


tion of it is to the patient, You 
should, be afraid. Of course 
I would not apply it when it produced chil- 
liness, At the same time I take care to in- 
stitute other evacuations. If 1 had not bled 
him well, and purged him, the application 
of the cold water might have done harm, 
inflammation might have taken place some- 
where e tastasis. 

There was a case also admitted of epi- 
oe interesting, on account of its 

ecting but one half of the body. The fir 
began by a violent shaking of the right ring 
finger, then of the other fingers, then of the 
whole hand, then of the forearm, then of the 
upper arm, and so on, until the whole right 
side—the whole half of the body and two 
right extremities, became affected. ‘The at- 
tacks came on frequently. He had suffered 
from the disease for three months. ‘he 
case was clearly ioflammatory, for there had 
been pain, heat, and heaviness of the head. 
till somebody cupped him. The pulse I 
found full; he had bad no stool for three 
days; he took a scruple of calomel, with 
castor oi] afterwards; he was bled on the 
next day to a pint, and was much better. 
He had a fit or two afterwards, but they 
were very slight; still, as he had some fur- 
ther slight attacks, the pulse allowing it, I 
bled him again, and I hope he will now be 
restored to health. 


A SCROTAL TUMOUR, 
OF GREAT MAGNITUDE, 


CURED BY REPEATED INCISIONS 
MADE INTO ITS SUBSTANCE, AND BY 
SETONS, 


By Huon Fraser, Esq., Surgeon. 


F. Ronrssow, aged 20, was admitted into 
the Civil Hospital of Gibraltar on the 29th 
of July, 1825, in consequence of an ele- 
phantiacal enlargement of the scrotum in- 
volving the external organs of generation, 
and complicated with hydrocele of the vagi- 
nal tunics. . The lower extremities, particu- 
larly the right, from the ankles upwards to 
the knees, were also tumetied: in fact the 
lad possessed the true Barbadoes leg in an 
incipient degree. Descended from English 
parents, and born on the rock where he had 
resided from infancy, of a stout make, fair 
complexion, and, in every other respect, free 
from disease. ‘Ihe scrotal enlargement bad 
existed fur many years, but he stated that 
its dimensions had ressed very rapidly 
during the last two, Upon admission, a 


line drawn from the crest of the pubis along 
the mesial surface of the tumour, which was 
the most prominent part of it, to the verge 
of the anus, measured four feet ten inches, 
ind its greatest rotundity was one foot 
eleven inches. The bulk of it lay in front 
of the thighs, upon which the patient usually 
supported it when in a sitting or horizontal 
position, and it reached a little way below 
the knees. When walking, which he did 
with a stoop, he raised the morbid mass in 
his arms, as if lifting a small barrel; its 
weight was computed to be between fifty 
and sixty pounds. The scrotal tegument 
was rough and particularly coarse, and the 
nody of the penis so deeply imbedded in it 
that it could not be felt; the preputium, 
however, was much elongated, and hung 
in the front, and about the centre of the 
swelling, like a vermiform process, through 
which the urine was discharged unimpeded. 
Che spermatic vessels emerging from the 
rings were felt to be natural. ‘he position 
of tbe testicles could not be ascertained, as 
they could not be felt. His chief inconve- 
nience proceeded from the bulk and weight 
of the tumour whilst walking, the exertion 
of which invariably created pain in the 
loins; the tumour in itself was but little 
sensitive, productive indeed of no pain, un- 
less very roughly handled. The patient ex- 
pressed an anxious desire to have the whole 
mass removed, and stated his willingness to 
submit to any operation for that purpose. 
He was accordingly seen by several medical 
gentlemen, The general opinion, however, 
seemed to be, that to attempt a total extir- 
pation of the scrotum would be unwarrant- 
able ; to interfere with it in any shape even, 
was viewed as a proceeding which would 
probably lead to the most disastrous conse- 
quences. 

The patient remained for some time ia 
hospital, without having any curative measure 
adopted, when a trochar, as a means of ex- 
ploration, was thrust into the body of the 
tumour; six pints, by measurement, of a 
limpid fluid, were drawn off from the left 
vaginal cavity ; this reduced the bulk of the 
swelling very much. 

Several setons were now passed through 
the base of the scrotum, with the view to 
excite inflammation and absorption of the 
parts, On the 10th of July, a semilunar 
incision, of from six to seven inches in 
length, as indicated by the dotted lines on 
the left of the raphe, was made into the 
scrotum, and the left vaginal mp exposed 
throughout ; and, on introducing the fingers 
a free communication was felt to exist be- 
tween both vaginal cavities, the septum 
seroti having become ulcerated or ruptured 
from distension. The testicles were now 
felt situated at the upper and back part of 
the tumour, slightly enlarged, aud exqui- 
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painful to touch. In} August a 
pent incision, as. denoted by the dotted 
of of the raphe, was inflict- 
al of followed 
oa iechion, which was not the case in the 
previous one, and some venous as well as 
arterial es required ligatures, The 
veins on this side of the scrotum were vari- 
, and more numerous than on the 

left side. 

As might have been expected, severe lo- 
cal inflammation and constitutional irrita- 
the above measures, but 

treatment all danger was 
@ copious suppuration (what 
was sought for) became established through- 
out the scrotum. Several minor incisions 
were subsequently made for the discharge 
of pus, and that portion of integument in- 
eluded within the dotted lines, was even- 
tually excised altogether, ‘The following 
sketch gives an aceurate view of the parts 
after this operation :— 


It is unnecessary to this account 
further ; it is sufficient to say that, what by 
excision, sloughing, and suppuration, the 
size of the scrotum became moulded down 
from what it is seen in the foregoing drawing, 
to about the bulk of a pine-apple, and the 
patient left the hospital on the 20th of De- 
cember in very good lealth, having been 
about seven months under treatment. His 


since, and he informed me that he had been 
enabled to make use of the parts omg 
upoa for their destined purposes. e tu- 
mefaction of the lower extremities remained 


unaltered, When I left Gibraltar in 1831, 
the lad was actively and em- 

ed as assistant dispenser icines 
Civil Hospital. 


I have been induced to submit the above 
case to the readers of Tae Lancer, from 
its seeming identity with the ca<e of the tu- 
mour lately extirpated _ a China-man in 
Guy’s Hospital ; for although the operation 
in thati proved unsuccessful, and was 
in the hands of one of our best surgeons, yet 
that ought not to deter even less dexterous 
operators from undertaking the excision of 
such tumours. Enlargements of the scro- 
tum and elepbautiecal excrescences from 
the vagina are familiar to every one who 
has visited warm climates, nevertheless 
they rarely become the subjects of surgery, 
simply because the incumbrance attending 
them constitutes generally their ouly incon- 
venience. They are often, consequently, found 
to attain to an unpi magnitude, 
without avy remedy having ever been em- 
ployed to arrest their course. The paper 
of Dr. Titley, however, in the last Number 
of Tue Lancer, to me to be quite 
conclusive as to Am propriety of every 
surgeon endeavouring to remove such tu- 
mours, whenever they may come before him. 
At all events, from the result of the fore- 
going case, 1 do not consider it unreason- 
able to conclude that, bad a process been 
followed with Hoo Loo similar to, that 
adopted in the case of Robinson, previous 
to the determination to excise the whole 
mass, probably the constitution would have 
been better prepared to resist the disturb- 
ance which results from taking away a large 
part of the body at once, and the success of 


the operation thereby more cer- 


In addition to the cases of operation suc- 
cessfully performed by Dr. Titley, 1 may 
add that a preparation of a tumour, weighing 
twenty-eight pounds, is to be seen in the 
museum of Fort Pitt, which was removed 
by Assistant-surgeon Dr. Birrell from the 
vagina of a woman in the island of Jamaica, 
This case is recorded in the 23d volume of 
the Edinburgh Medical and Surgical Jour- 
nal, Dr. Birrell ti in the details of 
that case, that he had also wituessed Dr, 
Daniel, of the island of Jamuica, success- 
fully remove a scrotum which meighed 
thirty-five pounds. 


Fort Pitt, Chatham, May 188 
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OW THE NATURE, SOURCE, AND DISTRIBU; 
. TION OF THE 


NERVOUS FLUID, 


OR ELECTRICITY, 


OF THE ANIMAL SYSTEM; 


AND OF THE CONNEXION BETWEEN THE MIND 
AND THE BODY, 
AND OF VITAL TEMPERATURE, 


As the functions of the nervous fluid are 
“ to excite the muscles, to convey impres- 
sions to and from the sensorium, to effect 
the formation of the secreted fluids, and to 
causean évolution of caloric from the blood” — 
and es all these purposes are to be accom- 
ism—taken in considera- 
tion with the fact, that certain animals are 
known to generate electricity so abundantly 
that they possess it as a weapon of offence, 
and the recent experiments of Dr. Berandi, 
of Milan, who has proved that needles, 
thrust through the crural nerves of living 
animals, become, during the time, electric, 
and, subsequently, on removal magnetic— 
8 fair deduction, arising out of such a com- 
bination of evidence, would appear to me 
to establish the identity of the nervous with 
the éleetric fluid; At least such is the im- 
pression upon my mind, and, a¢ such, war- 
rants me, | am of opivion, in assuming it as 
a fact, which I shall therefore do. I proceed 
therefore to offer an explanation of its source, 
which, with tbat of its distribution, | trust 
will prove not undeserving of attention, as 
1 am hambly of opinion it will be found 
satisfactorily to explain many of the pheno- 
mena of vital action, both in health and 
disease, clouded at present in complete ob- 
searity, I may first observe, that it is no 
secretion of the brain, or spinal marrow, as 
evinced by the facts, that foetuses have been 
born alive without either of these organs, 
and that animals will live for hours from 
which both have been removed ; and that 
it is no secretion of the nerves, their struc- 
ture would lead us fairly to infer, had we 
not the more complete evidence in the fact, 
that there are even animals so low in the 
scale of creation as to be without them. 
The nerves, therefore, are, it is fair to sup 
pose, but its conductors ; and the brain, 
with its appendage the spinal marrow, its 
central point and recipient, preparatory to 
its distribution. Such, | conceive, is a fair 
inference, and such, | am of opinion, the 


* Read before the Westminster Medical Society, 
Apzil 16th, 1831. 


evidence.I shall adduce will be sufficient to 
establish as being the fact. 

For the elucidation of the subject I must 
beg to be permitted to introduce a few pre- 
paratory considerations on respiration and 
assimilation. Murray says—‘‘ The blood 
is the source whence the animal products 
are formed ; its expenditure is supplied by 
the chyle, a fluid less completely animalised 
than the blood itself. The peculiar charac- 
ter of animal matter, with very to com- 
position, is, a larger proportion of nitrogen, 
and a diminished proportion of carbon ; it 
may therefore be inferred, that in the ex- 
treme vessels, where the animal solids and 
fluids are formed, the general process will 
be, the separation from the blood of those 
elements of which animal matter is com- 
posed, and that of course carbou, which 
enters more sparingly into its composition, 
will exist in the remaining blood in an in- 
creased proportion, ‘This is accordingly the 
general nature of the conversion of arterial 
into venous blood, Nitrogen, hydrogen, 
and other elements, are spent in the forma- 
tion of new products, and the ximate 
principles of the blood, probably the crassa- 
mentum chiefly, remain with an increased 
proportion of carbon.” 

he chemical changes in the blood, there- 
fore, obviously take place io the arterial 
capillaries throughout the system, and the 
blood’s exposure to the air in the lungs 
is but subservient to them, accomplishing 
the extrication of the carbon in chemical 
union with the previously-absorbed oxygen, 
and which as carbonic acid gas is replaced 
by a fresh portion of oxygen, that now be- 
comes absorbed, while the latter, in its com- 
bination with carbon, in. the general circu- 
lation, is attended with an evolution of 
heat, in consequence of the diminished capa- 
city of the product for caloric, as the fol- 
lowing quotation, extracted also from Rees’s 
Cyclopedia, will reuder apparent :— 

** These results (alludmy to a former pa- 
ragraph, proving the Ingher specific tem- 
perature of arterial over venous blood, which 
was computed as 114 to 100) derive con- 
firmation from the experiments of Mr. Col- 
man, who, in order to discover the relative 
specific heat of arterial to venal blogd, 
strangled a cat, and immediately opened its 
chest, while the blood in the left ventricle 
was still fluid. He then introduéed a ther- 
mometer, through an opening in the peri- 
cardivm, on each side of the heart, and it 
stood at 98 deg.; in the left ventricle the 
blood was only 97 deg.; and in the right, 
it was nearly 99 deg. In fifteen minutes, 


however, instead of the blood in the right 
ventricle possessing two degrees of heat 
more than the left, it was found to have 
four degrees less, Sir Astley Cooper re- 
peated this experiment in various ways, and 
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warmer, 
cisive proof, that the specific heat of arte- 
rial blood exceeds that of the venal ; and 
demonstrates likewise, that this excess is 
obtained during the passage of the blood 
through the lungs.” 

Such then being the source, or principally 
80, of animal temperature, J shall now pro- 
ceed in my design to show the source of 
the electric fluid. 

It is an established fact in chemistry, that 
the decomposition of a compound, or the 
formation of a new one, is attended with a 
variation in the electrical capacities of the 
prod the ch manifesting an in- 
crease or diminution in this respect, it be- 
coming either plus or minus, latent or 
evolved.* Now, as the of accre- 
tion, assimilation, and secretion, constitut- 
ing the change or conversion of arterial into 
venous blood, so well explained by Mr. 
Murray in the foregoing quotation, is a che- 
mical process, and as this change, moreover, 
is attended with the combination of the 
oxygen with the carbon, of the carbonic 
acid formed, and as experiment has proved 
such combination of oxygen, or combustion 
of carbon, to be attended with an evolution 
of positive electricity, I may fairly assume 
the chemical change, or conversion of arte- 
rial into venous blood, at the termination of 
every arterial ramification throughout the 
system, is not only attended with an evolu- 
tion of caloric, but of electricity also. Hence 
from the first, the body’s temperature, and 
its equal diffusion; and from the second, 
its nervous or electrical excitement, or vita- 
lity,—the former of which, or its caloric, 
being abstracted by the surrounding media 
from the superfices of the body, or in con- 
junction with the perspirable and bronchial 
scoretions, is exbaled in the form of vapour 
from the skin and lungs. The latter, or 
electrical evolution, which I believe to be 
in a ratio with the calorific and chemical 
change that bas taken place, having its 
source in the capillary circulation, explains 
the reason why vitality goes on in these 
vessels for a considerable time after the 


apparent death of an animal, ana the irri- 
tability of muscular fibre, after the appear- 
ances more particularly denoting life have 
long ceased. And it explains also the rea- 
son why the arteries, after death, are found 
empty ; arterial blood being the stimulus to 


action, and support of capillary circulation, 
as long as this is furnished, capillary action 
continues, which necessarily empties the 
arteries of their. contents. 


* A striking illustration of which atonce 
itself in the galvanic trough, o 


Another 


generation, is the fact, that a capi 
is quite impervious to a fluid, but 
excitement of electricity admits its passage 
freely. Now, as the capillary vessels are 
so minute that are not discernible by 
the naked eye, but with a microscope the 
blood’s free passage is to be seen through 
them, we are warranted in supposing, 
that the circulation in these v may 
be excited by the same means; as it has 
been proved by experiment, that it is no 
impulse of the heart, nor action of the ar- 
teries, that carries on the circulation in 
these vessels, as it still goes on long after 
the heart has been removed from the body, 
and the action of the arteries ceases. And 
further, it has been proved, by removing 
both brain and spinal marrow, that the 
excitement of these vessels is not derived 
from the brain and nerves. The only es- 
sential to their action I believe to be the 
due oxygenation of the blood, as this is not 
only essential to the abstraction of a dele- 
terious — from the blood, but to the 
chemical changes connected with the evo- 
on of both caloric and electricity, the 
indispensable stimuli to all vital phenomena, 
and which I believe the oxygen alone fur- 
nisbes. This, 1 am of opinion, is made ma- 
nifest in the incubation of the egg, oxygen- 
ated air, and a certain temperature, being 
the only essentials to the process ; and also, 
in the development of the fetus in utero, 
the mother imparting only oxygenated blood, 
which alone possesses all the materials of its 
structure and vitality. Many otber argu- 
ments might be adduced in support of the 
same views, but I shall content myself at 
present with adding, that the experiments 
of Dr. Philip proved, that capillary circu- 
lation was dependent on respiration (admit- 
ting as he does, that the laws which regu- 
late the power of the vessels of circulation 
are the same with thuse which regulate that 
of the heart), inasmuch as the action of 
the heart ceases on respiration being discon- 
tinued, and is restored by its restoration, 
Chis appears to me to admit of no other 
explanation, and I should say is con- 
firmed by the experiments of Dr. Berandi, 
who found the development of electricity 
by the nerves to bear reference to the per- 
fection of the respiratory process, and to be 
increased by the inhalation of oxygen gas ; 
and, on the contrary, to be suspended when 
the animal was made to respire bydrogen or 
azote, It may be asked, for what then are 
the capillaries so amply furnished with 
nerves? 1 should reply, to determine their 
action or direct their innutrition, secretion, 
&e., which being organic, or vital, funce 
tions, ure supplied by the sympathetic. 
The explanation offered appears to me 
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satisfactory as well can 

as much so, perbaps, as 

of, leaving hardly a doubt 

of the origin of the nervous or 

rical fluid of the animal being such as 
have suggested, 

The electricity thas generated, I am fur- 
ther of opision, is transmitted by the most 
perfeet conductors of the animal textures— 
the nerves, to their source, in the common 
acceptation of the word, and its receptacle— 
the spinal marrow and brain, exciting the 
sensorium to the various operations of the 
mind, and the organs of sense to their re- 

ive functions, and is again transmitted 
the nerves, at the pleasure of volition, in 
several actions of muscular contraction, 
or is conveyed by the pneumo-gastric and 
iratory nerves to the respective organs 
functions to which they communicate 
excitement, and hence the intimate con- 
nexion and remarkable sympathy existing 
between the head and stomach or liver, and 
an explanation why mental emotions, or 
muscular exertion, so immediately 
erange digestion, and the functions of the 
several to which these nerves are 
transmitted, by withdrawing from the sto- 
mach and these several organs that stream 
of excitement which is necessary to the 
secretive and digestive processes. 
Of the hybernation of avimals, too, these 


views offer a very satisfactory explanation, 


as well as some other of the phenomena 
of vitality, which I shall mention. The 
atmospheric temperature, by the withdraw- 
rs Shay the san’s influence, being reduced 
below that degree which is compatible with 
the perfect action of the cutaneous and pul- 
capillaries, their function, in the 
extrication of carbon and absorption of oxy- 
gen, is but imperfectly effected, and, by 
consequence, the chemical changég connect- 
ed with the evolution of caloric and elec- 
tricity are so much diminished, that the 
quantity of these generated are not equal to 
the excitement of the respiratery muscles 
organs of sense, and heuce the cvssa- 

tion of their action, and the profound sleep 
which ensues. But as the temperature of 
these avimals, by their timely withdrawing 
into holes and comparatively warm situa- 
tions, is not reduced below that state which 
is compatible with a certain degree of respi- 
ratory action being carried on by the cuta- 
neous surface, organic or vegetable life still 
continues. Hence Spallanzavi found, thet 
torpid auimals, where respiration had en- 
tirely ceased, carbonated the air in which 
they were confined. And in this state of 
vegetable existence or torpidity they re- 
main, till the genial warmth of spring re- 
stores the respiratory office of the lungs, and 
with it animal life. This is analogically 
well in the vegetable kingdom, 


the warmth of spring expanding the sap, 
relaxing the cutaneous or barky surface, 
and thus favouring atmospheric absorption 
and the chemical processes of vegetable 
life ; and with it secretion, and the budding 
aud development of the leaf or lungs, 
under the influence of which, the more com- 
plex actions of imp ion and fruition 
ensue, differing but little from animal re- 
production. And conversely thus it is with 
the foetus in utero, like uato the hyhernating 
animal; defectively oxygenated blood, for 
80 it must be circulating in the fetus, se- 
cluded from aerial influence, and renewing 
but a portion of its blood by an interchange 
with its mother, is productive only of that 
quantity of electricity necessary to its de- 
velopment and vegetable existence, and still 
compatible with the non-performance of the, 
respiratory action, end numerous fuuctions 
of animal life. And thus it is when its de- 
velopment and growth are complete, and by 
consequence the quantity of electricity 
generated more than equals the necessities 
of its condition, excitement is communi- 
cated to its containing organ and uterus, 
and hence is its expulsion effected, and re- 
spiratory action immediately follows. 

It will be noticed, that I attach to the 
nerves the twofold office of being the con- 
ductors of electricity from its source in the 
capillary circulation, and of conveying it to 
the muscles of volition and organs of secre- 
tion. That'they fulfil both these offices I 
think there can be no doubt, since Mr. 
Charles Bell has demonstrated that each 
nerve proceeding from the spine consists of 
a bundle of fibres enclosed in the same com- 
mou sheath—some, [ would add, proceedi 
from, and others to, the spine,—one set, it 
has been proved by Messrs. Bell and Ma- 
gendie, originating in she posterior roots 
being connected with sensation, and the 
other with the anterior portion of the spine, 
and with motion. The branches connected 
with the posterior roots I would therefore 
denomioate the coaverging fibres, or con- 
veyancers of the electric fluid aud impres- 
sions from their source to the spine and 
brain, and those of the anterior, the di- 
verging being charged wit! electricity from 
the spine and brain, to carry volitioa into 
operation in the excitement of muscular 
contraction, 

If such be the case, it next becomes a 
question how the action of the involuntary 
muscles is effected. These, it will be re- 
membered, receive their nervous excitement 
from the sympathetic. This nerve, contrary 
to all other nerves of the body, has no par- 
ticular origin, but is formed, 1 should say, 
by the filaments given off by every nerve of 
sensation, whether proceeding from 
spine or the brain, and with which it holds 
communication through the intervention of 
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a » the office of which may be to 
eut off or prevent the communication of sen- 
sation to the vital , or as a knot of 
interruption, by which the wants of the 
dqmpetistio are first provided. Hence the 
organs to which the sympathetic is dis- 
tributed, being in function primary in the 
seale of animal existence to the brain and 

al marrow, wil! be the first to receive 

trical excitement, and the last to lose it, 
a“ as the fluid is generated, and trans- 
mitted from all and any part of the capillary 
system; and thus itis, after the apparent 
death of an animal, the senses having fled, 
and the powers of volition ceased, that the 
peristaltic motion of the stomach and in- 
testines still continues for a considerable 
time, and the capillary circulation to some 
extent long after this bas failed. 

In support of these views I shall make a 
few extracts from Dr. Philip's “ Enquiry 
into the Laws of the Vital Functions,” and 
offer some remarks upon the dedactions he 
arrives at, from his numerous and well-con- 
-— experiments, ist, He proved “ that 

illary vessels possess a power capa- 
peed independent of heart, by fol- 
ing experiments :—a ligature was thrown 
round the heart of a 
frog, and the heart was then cut out; on 
bringing the web of one of the legs hefore 
the microscope, the circulation was found 
in it to be vigorous, and continued so for 
many minutes, ually becoming more 
languid.” ‘The like experiment was tried 
upon a rabbit, and * the blood was found to 
be moving freely in the capillary vessels of 
the mesentery an hour and a quarter after 
the heart hed been removed ;” and Dr, 
Philip adds, “ that he has no doubt the 
same action continues for several hours, as 
this was noticed in a rabbit which had been 
thrown aside with its bowels hanging out 
from an opeving into the parietes of the 
abdomen, and exposed to the air, by which 
it was quite cold, 

2nd. He that “ the , both of 
the beart and vessels of circulation, is inde- 
pendent of the brain and spinal marrow,” by 
Dumerous experiments. ‘Ihe following may 
be adduced as, in every respect, satisfi 'y: 
“The brain and spinal marrow of a frog 
were removed at the same time; on open- 
ing the thorax, the heart was found per- 
forming the circulation freely.” ‘ The 
spinal marrow of a rabbit was laid bare from 

occiput to the beginning of the dorsal 
vertebra, the circulation being supported 
by artificial respiration. The chest was then 
opened, and the heart found beating regu- 
larly and with considerable force ; the spi- 
marrow, as far as it was laid bare, was 
now removed, without in the least affect- 
ing the heart's action ; after this, the arti- 
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ficial ay para ion being frequently discon- 
tinued, action of the heart was repeat- 
edly seen to become languid, and increase 
on renewing it, The skull -was then open- 
ed, and the whole of the brain removed, but 
without any abatement of the action of the 
heart, which still continued to be more or 
less powerful, according as we discontinued 
or renewed artificial respiration ; this being 
for a considerable time discontinued, the 
ventricles ceased to beat about half an hour 
after the removal of the brain; but on re- 
newing respiration, the action of the yen- 
tricles was restored, the respiration was 
again discontinued, and renewed with the 
same effects.” In another experiment, “A 
strong ligature was thrown round the neck 
ofa frog, and the head was cut off without 
avy loss of blood (much loss of blood imme- 
diately destroys the circulation in the ¢x- 
tremities) ; the spinal marrow was then de- 
stroyed. On bringing the web of one of the 
hind legs before the microscope, we found 
the circulation in it vigorous for many 
mioutes, aod in all respects resembling that 
in the web of a healthy frog. 

Dr. Philip, in concluding these experi- 
ments, observes, ** Does it not seem a ne- 
cessary inference, that the action of the heart 
and vessels of circulation, depends u 
a power inherent in themselves, and having 
no direct dependence on the nervous sys- 
tem ? Tt assuredly does ; and does not my 
explanation of these phenomena afford a sa- 
tisfactory solution of these points, viz., that 
the action of vitality commences in the ca- 
pillary arteries, under the excitement of the 
blood, and that the heart’s irritability is de- 
pendent on the same cause, viz., its struc- 
tural capillary circulation, and its excite- 
ment as a muscular organ, derived from 
the sympatbetic—as a collector of electricity 
from all quarters ; sided though, no doubt, 
by the atimalus of the blood, and its warmth 
on its internal surface, and the irritation of 
distension: it is, however, a question in 
my mind, if this latter is not attributable to 
the influence and excitement that it imparts 
to its structural circulation, as a moment's 
reflection will point out to us, that the dis- 
tension of the aorta would appear essential 


:|to the coronaries of the heart being duly 


furnished with blood. It is probable, I am 
also of opinion, that the heart’s action may 
be excited to a certain extent by the elec- 
tricity of its own generation, and the same 
probably obtains with the other organs of 
involuntary muscular action; as these or- 
gans have no conducting nerves, or such 
as we have so denominated, which abstract 
this influence from other parts of the s 

tem. Hence it is, that the heart of cold- 
hours after removal from the ° y 
this only takes'place in cold-blooded animals, 
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THE NERVOUS FLUID. 
I conceive fairly attributable to difference 


of temperature, every class of animal having 
its own specific heat, and which is essen- 
tial to the maintenance of its vital actions ; 
and , too, in this class of animals, 
as a jess stimulus of temperature is neces- 
sary to muscular action, so may be a less 
degree of nervous or electrical excitement. 

Std. Dr. Philip subsequently proved, 
that the action both of the heart.and capil- 
laries is to be influenced through the me- 
dium of the brain and spinal marrow ; for 
instance, ‘‘ alcohol applied either to the 
brain or spinal marrow, accelerates their 
action, and tobacco debilitates them.” I 
shall not adduce any experiments in proof of 
these points, as there can be no difficuity 
in conceiving this to be the case, when we 
reflect upon the formation of the symputhetic 
nerve, from twigs holding communication 
with these organs, as well as the connexion 
maintained between them, through the 
medium of the eighth pair; and the same 
may be said of the peristaltic motion of the 
stomach and intestines, which he proved 
also “to be independent in their action of 
the brain and spinal marrow, but, like the 
heart, to be influenced through the medium 
of these organs,” 

The following experiments of Dr, Phil- 
lip favour the opinion, that electricity is the 
cause of nervous excitement, and that the 
brain is its receptacle. By dividing both of 
the eighth pair of nerves which descend 
from the brain, and thus cutting off the sup- 
ply of electricity, the secretive and diges- 
tive processes of the stomach were arrested ; 
but these processes he completely restored, 
by furnishing the stomach with a supply of 
the galvanic fluid along the divided nerves. 
Further be proved, that ‘‘ the secreting 
power of the stomach is — —o de- 
ranged by destroying a considerable part of 
the marrow, by dividing the eighth 
pair of nerves.” This is strong 

t in favour of my views: it does so, 
by depriving the organ of that quantity of 
electricity which would otherwise be trans- 
mitted from the brain, and obtained through 
the medium of the spinal marrow from the 
collecting nerves ; in sbort, depriving the 
brain of its principal source of supply. The 
functions of the involuntary muscles, it will 
be remembered, as proved by a former ex- 
periment, in this case are pot , as 
they derive their excitement from the sym- 
pathetic, which) stiJl holds its connexion 
With the collecting nerves; this tends to 
corroborate my opinion as to the origin and 
office of the sympathetic, as well as of the 
function of the collecting nerves, 

Dr. Philip goes on to observe, as legiti- 
mate deductions from his numerous experi- 
ments, that the ganglions (meaniag those 

centre 


of the sympathetic) are @ secondary 


$03 
of nervous influence, whose nervee are as 
extensively distributed as those which pro- 
ceed from the brain and spinal marrow ; that 
the ganglions are the means by which the 
influence of these organs is bestowed on the 
parts which we have found influenced by 
every part of these organs, viz., the organs 
independent of volition; in all which I 
fully agree with Dr. Philip, excepting the 
gains generation of this principle, which 
believe he means to imply. 

Dr. Philip further observes, that ‘* the 
excitement of the organs -of involuntary 
motion in all their usual functions, appears 
to be rendered independent of the nervous 
influence” (of course he here means that 
imparted by the brain and spinal marrow), 
“ because their functions require e more 
uniform excitement then could have been 
derived from this source.’ Let me remark, 
how well does my explanation provide these 
organs with an and constant supply, 
rendering these, toe, the first to receive 
electrical excitement, and the last to lose it, 
a is generated in all and every 
part of the capillary system, 

Dr. Philip adds, ‘* We bave reason to 
believe the nervous influence is the galvanic 
fluid, collected by the brain and spinal mar- 
row, and sent along the nerves ; it being 
not only of all artificial means of exciti 
to the pu , but ble both in 
the secreted fvids, Pr an 
of caloric from the blood, after the nervous 
influence is withdrawn. 

“ The nervous power is not more distinct 
from the muscular than it is from the senso- 
rial power, as we find the first capable of all 
its functions efter the last is withdrawn. 

only function essential to animal 
life, in which the sensorial is con- 
cerned, is respiration; and consequently it 
is by the interruption of this function (that 
is, the excitement imparted through the 
medium of the respiratory nerves and eighth 
pair), that the removal of the sensorial 
power proves fatal, except where the senso- 
rium is so imp as immediately to de- 
stroy all the functions,” which was the case, 
when Dr. Philip suddenly smashed the 
whole of the brain of a rabbit, and which, 
probably, by withdrawing or annihilating 
the fund which is immediately essential to 
the continuance of the respiratory and vital 
functions, is analogous in effect to a stroke 
of lightning; the latter operating, I pre- 
sume, in the following way ;—this larger 
charge of electricity being positive to the 
body’s small quantity, and relative negative 
state, © ly annihilates it, to the ex- 
tinction of ali the functions ; hence it is, that 
from the cessation of the capillary circula- 
tion, the muscles in such cases are found to 


Lave immediately lost their irritability, and 
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that blood is discovered in the arterial, as 
well as in the venous system. “ The senso- 
tial power appears to be the last which is 
produced, and the first whose operation 
ceases.” This becomes a necessary deduc- 
tion from my arg , of its being 
in the organic capillary system. 

I shall conclude the subject by offering a 
few remarks on the functions of the braiw. 
Asawhole, I am of opinion it may be cou- 
sidered as the receptaculam commune of 
the electric or nervous fluid, which it re- 
ceives through the medium, principally, of 
the spinal marrow, from the numerous col- 
lecting nerves of the body. An objection 
may be urged against the brain’s having the 

er to retain so unconfinable an agent as 
electricity ; this objection, however, cannot 
spp farther than in relation to other parts 
of the system, Now the conducting aad 
comparatively retaining power of substances 
out of the body are manifold; and as the 
nerves, I believe, have been found to be the 
best conductors amongst the textures con- 
atituting the animal fabric; and as the me- 
dullary fibre of the brain is of the same ner- 
vous character, there can be no difficulty in 
conceiving the thing, Consider, also, the 
membranes in which it is enve » and 
that the dura-mater forms a to the 
oo canal, aud to every nerve ing 

refrom ; may it not insulate these fibres 
from adjacent connexions; and does not 
this opinion receive support from the fact, 
that no nerves have yet been traced to enter 
into the composition of its tex'ure, so differ- 
ent in this respect from ail others? No 
doubt the air and surrounding media gra- 
dually abstract it from us, and that it 
escapes from the system in conjunction with 
the perspirable and other secrettons ; hence 
when any of the more important secretions 
are suppressed, there is so much irritation 
and restlessness experievced. Let it be 
alsv observed, that it is only for atemporary 
purpose I suppose it possesses this power 
of retention, not supposing there is at an 
time a large accumulation, for the Tn rae 
on the fund are so manifold, particularly in 
the excitewent of the respiratory muscles, 
and the secretive and digestive processes, * 
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which are constantly in action, that the ex. 
peoditure, I conceive, at most times equals 
the supply. Its being otherwise probably 
may be the cause in some cases of madness, 
the mental organ being in consequence 
over-excited; hence it is that examination 
of the brain in such cases after death so 
frequently presents no Jesion of structure. 
Or .where the stomach is kept in a state of 
constant excitement by full diet and tit-bits, 
that the mental organ is not duly excited, 


making good the passage in Shakspeare, 


“ Fat paunches have jean 

While dainty bits make Vict the ribs, 

They banter out the wits.” 
And that idiotism may be dependent on 
some defect in the communication of ex- 
citement, to the intellectual portion of this 
organ ; and cretinism to the same, though 
secondarily induced, as a consequence of de- 
fective supply, resulting from the respira- 
tion of malaria, or a very rare and attenuated 
atmosphere. 

The brain also, in a restricted sense of 
the word, I concur in considering with Gall 
and Spurzheim, as the of the mind; 
but I am not prepared to say avy-thing of 
their division of it into as numerous 
as there are faculties. But speaking of the 
brain in the aggregate, that is of the whole 
substance within the cranium, I would 
assign to different portions different pur- 
poses. The cerebrum surmounting the me- 
dulla oblongata consists of numerous coa- 
volutions united to the central fibrous me- 
dullary structure, in a manner analogous to 
the intestines on the periphery of the me- 


respiratory nerves for the excitement of the respira- 
tory and assimilating processes; in the latter in- 
stance, as into combination with the ali- 
mentary material,itis re-evolved in the nutritive and 
formative tunctions of the capillary system. Diges- 
presume, therefore, to be effected in the fol- 

lowing way. Electricity being transmitted to the 
stomach by the par vagum, not only acts upon, but 
I believe enters into combination with the alimevt- 
ary material, and thas is its digestion and an:mali- 
zation effected. ‘This appears to me a much more 
reasonable explanation of the process ot digestion 
than the opinion generally entertained of its being 
simply the effect of the solvent and assimilating 
qualities of the gastric secretion ; which I believe to 
have been found to have but little effect in accom- 
lishing such active solvent 8 out of the 


* I would almost venture the opinion that there 
isa regular circulation of the electre fluid in the 
animal system, analogous to the circulation of the 
blood. Electricity being evolved in the capillary 

stem during the conversion of arterial into venous 
blood, and proceeding slong the collective fibres of 
the nerves, it communicates in its passage to the 
spinal marrow and brain, what is required to the 
twigs given off and forming the roots of the sympa- 

, for the excitement of the vessels of circula- 
tion and involuntary organs, or vital functions ; the 
surplus proceeding along the spinal marrow, com- 
municates, during the period of being awake, excite- 
ment through the medium of the med. ablong. to 
beth cerebrum and cerebellum, or sensorium, in all 


transmitted by 


. the experiments of Dr, Philip 
unequivocally prove that gaivanism, however it 
may operate, is capable of effecting digestion, or 
that something of the hind is indispensable to the 
posses. +The opinion generally entertained on this 

ead is, that it plishes digestion by the secre- 
tion it gives rise to; whereas 1 am of opinion this 
is bat a concomitant circumstance, possibly. how- 
ever, aiding the process by permeating and soften- 
ing the textures of some substances, and dissolsing 
others; the essential agent being the electricity 
itself, From the muculent and apparently inert 
character of the gastric secretion, it may be inferred, 
it my explanation be admitted, that it serves little 
other ee than protecting the coats of the sto- 

rom injury in’ the process, or none 
mentioned, 
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its fanctions, mental as well as animal; and thence 
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sentery, and is the organ (speaking of it as 
awhole) the functions of which are intel- 
lectual. The medulla oblongata, meaning 
thereby all the inferior part of the cere- 
brum, and from which the nerves of sense 
arise, is the organ appropriated to receive 
the impressions of the senses, and which it 
communicates to the mind by the blending 
of its nervous fibres with those of the cere- 
bral organ, in the medullary portion of the 
latter. It is very clear that he senses are 
united in function, as they are only thus 
conjointly under the power of volition, Asa 
proof, I caunot will to see, without both 
hearing and smelling ; nor have | the power 
to arrest the function of either singly, but 
the whole I can, simultaneously, by going 
to sleep ; and thus it is that the muscular 
nerves of the organs of sense arise also from 
the medulla, as they are united in effect ; 
and hence also it is that the medulla oblon- 
gata is formed by the crura cerebri et cero- 
belli, or at least that they enter very largely 
into its composition, thus blending the ani- 
mal functions, or voluntary, with the men- 
tal in this o , a8 it is eonducive to the 
functions of both, aud they are conjoiutly in 
operation, 

The state of being awake, or alive to all 

im ions of sense, | am of opinion, 
is that in which the current of electricity 
passes through, or is extended to the me- 
dulla oblongata, and thus are the senses and 
all the functions in a state of excitement; 
whereas in sleep, the streem of electricity 
takes a different course, or perhaps wholly 
passes off by the pneumo-gastric and respi- 
ratory nerves, which, it will be remembered, 
arise from the inferior part of the medulla; 
or perhaps I might more properly say, the 
summit of the spinal marrow; hence it is, 
that digestion and the secretive processes 
are much more active during the state of 
sleep ; and that dreams, we may infer, are 
occasioned by the excitement of the intel- 
lectual organ, the before-mentioned nerves 
not withdrawing a quantity of electricity 
equal to the supply ; and thus is it also diffi- 
cult to sleep with an empty stomach, and, 
the reverse of this, how great the propensity 
to sleep aiter a full meal. Finally, the 
spinal marrow, appended to and surmounted 
by the cerebellum, are organs appropriated 
to volition, and the numerous functions more 
particularly characterising animal exist- 
ence ; to the excitement of which, accom- 
panied with that of the cerebral organ, 
during sleep, or unaccompanied with the 
excitement of the medulla oblongata, may 
somnambulism be attributed, 

In conclusion, it may be observed, that 
the scale of animal life comprises three con- 
ditions of existence. First, the organic, or 
that going on in the capillary system, .or 
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table life; and the latter on chemical affi- 
nity, rendering the last the bond of union 
between organic and inavimate nature. 
Secondly, the nervous and sensieat, depen- 
dent on the first, or the more particulerl 
animal ; connected with organs of sense an 
volition. The third and last, surmounting 
the whole,—the intellectual ; on the sum- 
mit of which man stands proudly pre-emi- 
nent, with a brain or cerebral orgen deve- 
loped in a ratio with his vast comprehension 
and superiority of mind above the rest of 
the creation; and holding communion with 
an immortal spirit, in a way inconceivable 
to the limited number of faculties with which 
it has been the pleasure of the Almighty to 
eadow him, 


THE LANCET. 
London, Saturday, June 4, 1831, 


Arrocious as is the conduct of the self- 
perpetuating Council in Lincola’s Inn Fields 
in applying to the Court of King’s Bench 
for a criminal information against certain 
members of the College,-—obvious as is this 
atrocity to every rational being, indigaant 
as must be the whole profession at such an 
act of unparalleled tyranny and injustice, 
still we should forget much of what is due 
to this body, we should be regardless of the 
weight of dishonour consequent upon their 
proceedings, were we to be unmindful of 
the cause—of the only cause which elicited 
their revengeful and implacable ire on the 
late occasion. What was that cause ? What 
was that great and stirring circumstance 
which so violently agitated the bosoms of 
the manly and intrepid self-perpetuating 
twenty-one?’ Upon this point we 
should dwell with the most scrupulous 
pertinacity, not only with a view to render 
justice to those members of the College 
who exerted themselves on behalf of the 
naval surgeons, but in order to enable the 
public’ to appreciate the motives which 
induced the Council to attempt to exhibit 
four of the members of the Commonalty in 
an English court of law, as “rioters,” and 


“conspirators.” In investigations of this 
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nature it frequently happens that the atten- 
tion is diverted from the train of events 
which ought to lead to final conclusions; 
and this is more particularly the ease when 
the recent circumatances have been of a more 
exciting nature,—bave stimulated the feel- 
ings ina higher degree than occurrences of 
a remoter date. For example—it has happen- 
ed, in the present instance, that many well- 
iatentioned, though not fur-seeing indivi- 
duals, look only to the proceedings of the 
8th of March, and exclude, even, as an item 
in their calculations, the transactions which 
signalized the “oration” assembly on the 
14th of February. There are a few persons 
who look upon the measures adopted by the 
members on the 3th of March, as not over 
discreet, but who, at the same time, are 
silent in imputing blame to particular par- 
ties. This uofavourable impression, we are 
satisied, is indebted for its origin to the 
result of that meeting, rather than to the 
movements which led to that issue. Carry 
back the attention of these persons to the 
measares adopted at the meeting held on the 
14th of February, aud you at once hear 
their unqualified approval, because they fail 
not to perceive, uulesa blinded by prejudice, 
or unless their understanding be twisted by 
the tuggings of interest, that the whole 
of the proceedings on the 8th of March, 
ss far as the members of the College 
were concerned, were the unavoidable ef- 
fect of the steps which had been taken on 
the 14th of February. Here we, of course, 
refer to the conduct of the members only, 
and not to that of the Council, nor to that of 
their eompanions and friends, the Bow- 
Street officers. Turn we back to what 
tranapired at the “ oration” meeting on 
the 14th of February, aod then we shall be 
enabled to expose the Council in all the 
hideoys deformity of unveiled guilt.. Let 
ys revert to (be first meeting, and thus strip 
these gentry of the mystified web, by means 
of which, aided by the craft and subtlety 
of 4 hast of interested advisers, they hare 
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endeavoured to conceal from public view 
the most obnoxious features of their mis- 
government. Thus we shall be enabled to 
rend in twain the detestable cloak, by re- 
ferring toa simple fact—to one fact. On 
the 14th of February the members merely 
petirionep the Council, in order that the 
executive body of the College might, in its 
official and corporate capacity, apply to the 
Lords of the Admiralty on bebalf of the 
naval surgeons. “Ibis is the fact, upon 
which all the charges against the members 
are founded. They commenced ani termi- 
nated their proceedings before the oration 
began; there was neither noise nor confu- 
sion, Se unanimous was the feeling in favour 
of the oppressed medical officers of the 
navy, that even a chairman was not appoint- 
ed, as there were no discordant feelings to 
regulate; there was no agitation to remove, 
no excitement to control; nothing but one 
calm, and, nevertheless, determined feel- 
ing in favour of the insulted, was monifest- 
ed by that large and respectable assembly. 
Only two resolutions were passed ; the one 
declaratoty of the opinion entertained by the 
meeting of the high character of naval sur- 
geons, and the other expressed in the fol- 
lowing words :— 


** 2. That this meeting has seen with the 
utmost astonishment, and with feelings of 
deep-rooted regret, an order issued from 
the Admiralty to exclude from the levees 
of the King the surgeons and assistant- 
surgeons of his Majesty's navy. ‘That the 
President and Council of this College be, 
therefore, respectfully requested to memo- 
rialize the Lords of the Admiralty on the 
subject of this order, and to enforce in the 
memorial the claims of the surgeons and 
assistant-surgeons of the British navy to the 
respectiul attention of all classes of his Ma- 
jesty’s subjects, and to pray that the order 
under which they have been excluded from 
the presence of their Sovereign, may be 
immediately and wholly rescinded,” 


What could be more moderate, respect- 
ful, or appropriate? Lord Tenterpen de- 


clares that our proceedings were contrary 
to law; buat notwithstanding this extra- 
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toad, both in this place and before jury 
of our countrymen, that the members had a 
right to agree to this resolution in their 
own College Hall-—-bad 9 right to place it 
before the Council, and had a right to ex- 
pect that the Coungi) would receive aud act 
upon it with deference to the feelings of 
the majority of the corporation. A “ crimi- 
nal information!"’ Insufferable noodles! 
What do they expect to gain by such a 
star-chamber proceeding, and what eir- 
cymstance ean they adduce before a jury 
as just ground for resorting toit? Are 
they so beaotied, so steeped in folly, as to 
imagine that the Jaw is on theiz side, with 
reference to the circumstances connected 
with the meeting held on the 14th of 
February? ‘The law, we are ready to ad- 
mit, may not be wholly against the Coun- 
cil with regard ta the proceedings of the 
8th of Mareh, because we are well aware 
that it was not legal to persist in obstruct- 
ing the delivery of the lecture, but no evi- 
dence has yet been adduced to show that 
that obstruction was offered by the de- 
fendants, and no evidence ever can be ad- 
duced in proof of such allegation, other than 
perjured evidence. The jury-box is a rare 
crucible for melting down a hired liar, and 
for reducing him to bis proper qualities and 
dimensions; the jury will not retura their 
verdict upon attestations blazoved forth in 
voluntary affidavits—no, the merits of the 
question will be fairly tried, every allega- 
tion will be duly investigated, and every 
witness strictly examined and cross-exam- 
ined, But let us not divert attention from 
the proper object, by pointing to the trial— 
that greet field-day’’ for the profession— 
thet period of horror for the Council—that 
glorious eccasion, when they themselves 
will be cajled upon to unmask in the pre- 
sence of their assembled peers. Oh! what 
& spectacle will then be presented! A 
set of corporate tyrauts, @ gang of hard- 
hearted monopolists, will be made to stand 
forth as witnesses ia prosecution ivsti- 
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tuted by themselves against those very. 
members whose rights, privileges, and 

immunities, they have been either usurp- 
ing or destroying] during a long series of 
years. No tongue cag utter,no pen can, 
describe the satisfaction we feel, while rer. 
flecting on what must be the inevitable 
issue of this ‘‘ criminal prosecution,” The 
paltry junto, the imbecile oligarahs, are ia. 
‘the slough of despond.” Every renewed 
effort to extricate themselves will only 
plunge them deeper in the mire, gud thus. 
render them still mure disgusting aud logth- 
some abjects in the eyes of the whole cam- 

munity. We give them warning, and tell. 
them, at this early period, that if they go 
back a single step, they are discomfited,. 
beaten, defeated; they must proceed, and. 
appear before @ jury, or be content to make 

an abject confession that they have been 

actuated in their proceedings egeingt the 

members by @ spirit of glaring vindictive- 

ness, and that they stop in their career from 

an apprebension of consequences to them- 

selves, rather than from a@ desire not to in- 

flict fysther injury upon individuals who 

have offended neither against the dictates 

of reason, nor against the injunctions of 

the laws. 

Whatever, then, may be advanced to the 
contrary by the paid slaves of corruption, 
we are warranted in contendivg that no 
argument, no fact, can be addueed to justify 
the Council in not acting upon the petition 
presented to them by the members, at the 
meeting oa the 14th of February, No art 
no subtlety, whether exercised by lawyers. 
or by other individuals, can succeed in 
establishing even the shadow of a just 
legal accusation ageiust those gentlemen 
who stepped forward on that occasion 
on behalf of the stigmatized members of 
the profession; and the Council, by their 
refusal to receive and act upog the petition, 
offered a deliberate insult to the whole body 
of the commonality. If the members have 
not right, when assembled in their owe. 
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theatre, to discuss a question intimately 
connected with the respectability of the 
profession, what ‘‘ corporate rights,” we 
should like to be informed, do they really 
enjoy? If this be denied to them, it is 
mere mockery to assert that they are more 
than nominal members of the corporation of 
surgeons, It was really an act of respectful 
attention towards the Council, and in pe- 
tisioning that body to act “ officially” in 
behalf of the degraded English surgeons, 
the members acknowledged the superior 
authority which the charter has conferred. 
It is false to allege that there was “‘ riot ;” 
it is false to allege that there was ‘‘ confu- 
sion ;” it is false to allege that there was in- 
sult. The proceedings were calmly conduct- 
ed, and the whole body of members had no 
other guide than one master feeling, which 
led the way in the great straightforward 
path of retributive justice. What! Is it pos- 
sible—can it be credited—that there exists 
in any human being so much of the worst 
qualities of ignorance and insolence, as to 
hazard the audacious assertion that the 
members ought to be subjected toa ‘* crimi- 
nal prosecution,” because they petitioned 
the executive department of their own cor- 
poration? So far from their conduct being 
culpable on that interesting and important 
occasion, we contend that the course which 
they pursued entitles them to the warm ap- 
probation of the whole profession ; and as to 
their having violated a single condition of 
the charter, we deny the assertion in terms 
the most explicit and unqualified. It is 
true enough that the Council are autho- 
rized to make by-laws for the government 
and regulation of the College, but those by- 
laws are not valid or meintainable, if they 
are directed against any one of the three 
branches of the corporation, and not for the 
obvious benefit of the mejority of the whole 
body. But the self-perpetuating, 
** criminal * junto have con- 
founded the right to gure with the right 
to take exclusive possession; instead of 


PERFECT EQUALITY OF RIGHTS 


legislating for the members, they have 

legislated against the members—instead of 
acting for the benefit of the whole corpora- 

tion, they have maneuvred exclusively for 
their own benefit, Now we defy these 

men, we defy their legal advisers, to prove, 
by the charter, that the council, as a body, 
have a stronger claim upon the property of 
the College, whether funded or otherwise, 
than have the members as abody. We fur- 
ther defy them to prove that any individual 
member of the Council has a stronger legal 
claim upon the property of the College, 
than has any individual member of the com- 
monalty ; and, on the day of trial, we shall 
be prepared to demonstrate that the mem- 
bers of the Council, individually, are re- 
quired to be regulated in their corporate 
conduct, by those very laws which are ap- 
pointed for the collective and individual 
government of the members of the com- 
monalty, and that the Council cannot legally 
enact any law, nor exercise any authority, 
which is not, obviously and indisputably, 
framed with a view to confer equal advan- 
tages upon the whole corporation. But ht 
us turn to the charter for lefermetion upon 
this point 


the establishment of a College of Surgeons 
will be expedient for the due promotion 
and encouragement of the study and prac- 
tice of the art and science of surgery, 
We have willed and ordained, constituted, 
declared, and granted, by these presents 
unto all the members of the said late com- 
pany or corporation, of master, governors, 
and COMMONALTY, that they from 
henceforth for ever hereafter, shall be and 
remain, by virtue of these presents, ONE 
BODY CORPORATE AND POLITIC, by 
the name of the Royal College of Surgeons 
in London ; and by the same name shall and 
may have perpetual succession and a common 
seal, with power to break, alter, and make 


their will and pleasure, and shall be at al! 


** And whereas it appears to us that 


anew the said seal, from time to time, at 
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BETWEEN THE MEMBERS AND THE COUNCIL. 


times and for ever hereafter persons able 
and capable in law, to take, purchase, pos- 
sess, hold and enjoy, and shall and may take, 
purchase, possess, hold, and enjoy, a HALL 
or COUNCIL-HOUSE, with its appurte- 
nances, for the use and purposes of the said 
College, and also any other lands, tene- 
ments, rents, and hereditaments, where- 
soever situate, lying, and being, not ex- 
ceeding, together with the aforesaid hall 
or council-house and appurtenances, the 
yearly value of one thousand pounds.” 

In this passage, which, we apprehend, has 
escaped the penetrating glance of the saga- 
cious ‘‘ twenty-one,” and their not-less- 
sagacious legal advisers, it is clearly and 
explicitly laid down that the “ master, 
governors (now president, council), AND 
COMMONALTY,” constitute ONE nopy, 
CORPORATE AND PoLitic. With what show 
of reason and justice, then, can the insolent, 
the domineering junto, pretend that they 
have a right to take EXCLUSIVE POSSESSION 
of the “‘ property” of the College, when it 
is expressly ordained that the whole corpo- 
ration have full privilege to ‘‘ take, pur- 
chase, hold, and enjoy,” the same, without 
any distinctions whatsoever? 

Farther, we find it stated in the same 
passage, that the whole corporation have full 
power to * break, alter, and make anew, at 
their will and pleasure, the common seal of 
the College ;” not only, therefore, are the 
“commonalty ” entitled, in common with 
the Council, to hold and enjoy the “ hall or 
Council-house,”’ but they are also empower- 
ed, by virtue of the charter, to take part 
with the Council in the regulation of a 
matter which is deemed of great importance 
in all corporations, namely, in the making, 
altering, or renewing the seal, by which the 
College is represented. After this will the 
audacious Council be so hardened in their 
insolence and ignorance as to contend that 
the members of the College have only a right 
to enter the building, that is, the ‘* Hall or 
Council-house,” by “tickets” granted by 


the twenty-one’? Will they further con- 
tend that the members have not a right to 
speak within the walls of the building upon 
any matter relating to the immediate inte- 
rests of the corporation, or to the respecta- 
bility of the surgical profession? Will they 
again contend that the commonanty have 
no right to examine the books of accounts, 
to inquire into the distribution of the funds, 
to see that those funds are properly appre- 
priated, and that they are not pocketed by a 
set of mercenary and contemptible preteud- 
ers? Let us pursue this question still fur- 
ther. Inthe cHarren we have already seen 
that a hail or council-house, or ‘ College,” 
as the place is now called, was to be erect- 
ed for the accommodation, possession, en- 
joyment, and use, of the whole corporation, 
where the President, Council, and commox- 
ALty, might meet, deliberate, and alter, or 
make anew the common seal of the College ; 
but in that document there is no mention of 
either “theatre” or ‘‘ museum.” Why t 
Because the museum is altogether a distinct 
establishment, is held under trustees for the 
benefit of the members, and is by no means 
an essential part of the “ hall or council- 
house.” Moreover, the “ theatre” was 
erected in order to fulfil one of the conditions 
under which the museum was granted to the 
corporation, namely, that lectures might be 
delivered, annually, in illustration of the 
preparations contained in the museum. This 
was one of the stipulations ofthe Government 
bond. Thus the theatre and museum are totally 
distinct from the purposes originally con- 
templated when the “ one body corporate and 
politic” was instituted. Knock down the 
theatre, and the rights of the commonaLty 
with regard to holding and enjoying the 
hall or council-house remain as before, 
Sweep away the museum, and the chartered 
rights of the commonalty remain unaffected. 
But what see we now in the government of 
this College? Why the commonaty are 
entirely excluded from every room in the 
council-house, they are not permitted to 
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enter the door of & singlé apartment except 
the library, and udtil within the last three 
years théy wére not even permitted to go 
through the passages of the College to 
hear the lectares which were délivered 
in the theatre. The theatre itself is 
fangus; sprouting out from thé posterior 
pert of the building, and in that fungous 
or abutment, the members 
ould only obtain a footing by passing 
through dirty avenue from Portagal 
Street. Thus, then, at the present period, 
if the “ Henterian lectures” wete not de- 
livered, the members would be always ex- 
‘eludéd froth even the passegées of theit own 
“ Hall or Council-house,”—exclauded from 
the passages of that very building which 
their charter éxpressly ordained they might 
“* possess, hold; and enjoy,” in conmon 
‘with the President and Council. The mu- 
seum was granted by Govetnment for the 
“benefit of the members, and thé profession 
generally ; for the Fittows of the College of 
Physicians erjjoy, by the terms of the bond, 
the right of entré, and of introducing theit 
scientific friends. The theatre was erected 
partly at the public expense, and partly out 
of thé furids belonging to the commonatty. 
Who then shiall contend that, in the absence 
of thé lecturer, the members of the College 
have not a right to speak in a building con- 
stricted avowedly for their advantage, and 
avowedly by funds of their own supplying ? 
But, a3 we before stated, detach the theatré, 
wasedm, atid library, institutions not once 
mentioned in the charterinstitutions not 
at all referted to in that instrament, and the 
éommeonalty, in conformity with tle system 
of government at present adopted by the 
self. perperaating, “ criminal-prosecuting ” 
jttto, would be éné and all entirely ex- 
eluded from that property which the law de- 
elares, in terms the most dnqualified, they 
shall for ever “ hold, use, and enjoy.” 
Within about thirty years, the members 
have paid into the coffers of this corpora- 
tion & sum amoutiting to about ‘TWo 


Disp THOUSAND PouNDS ; it is high time, 
therefore, that the commonAuty should ex- 
amine the accounts—should inquire into the 
distribution of this imméose fund, ascertain 
how much of it at different periods lias been 
sacked by the various greedy juntos, who 
have insulted and persecuted the common- 
ALTY; it is time that we should meet in 
our own “ hall or council house,” and * alter 
thé common seal,’ for, heaven knows, it is 
6 battered and defaced, so scétched and 
blottéd, that it looks more like the emblem 
of a demon’s malice, than the fair and bright 
sign of learning dnd science. We will teach 
these monopolizers how to institute ‘‘ eri- 
minal prosecutions,” and the monopolizers 
will teach the commowanty how to vindi- 
cate their rights. Persecution is the parent 
of Reason, Reason is the parent of Courage, 
and Courage is the parent of Victory. 

So much of our space is already occupied 
with this subject, that we can do no more 
than allude to a paragraph which appeared 
in the Globe of Thursday evening, stating, 
that the Council had obtained “ new 
powers” from the learned judges. A tale 
fur fools! The Judges cannot grant the 
Council new powers. The Charter is the 
law; and the Judges cannot alter thé Char- 
ter. As tothe ‘ expulsion” of members, 
the Council were in possession of that 
power on the 8th of March, or their eon- 
duct was sadly illegal. In order to put this 
thiatter if a clear light; we would ask, Aré 
frot the Council in possession of a by-law; 
which subjects any member to pebulties 
of from “ fifty pounds up to two hundred for 
every offence, who nay writé or speak ariy- 
thing derogatory to the dignity of the Col- 
lege?” Such a by-law has beet upon their 
books dufing many yéars past—such a by- 
law is in the hands of hundreds of tlie com- 
monalty; and, mark! it was approved and 
signed by Lord Chancellor Ernox, by Lord 
Chief Justice Exrtewsonoven, and Chief 
Justice Dattas. Why then did not the 
Council put chit by-law in force? Why 
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did they not recover these ruinous pensl- 
ties from the editor of Tus Lancet, who has 
written énough against the Council to fill a 
Bible? Why, we ask, have they not, under 
this by-law, sought to recover penalties 
from the editor of this Journal? Because it 
to happens that such penalties were not 
attainable, unless with the sanction of a 
Baitisu Juny—a body of men for whom it 
is quite evident the junto entertain no very 
strong predilection. 


LONDON COLLEGE OF MEDICINE. 


Canorpates for the diploma of this in- 
stitution continue to present themselves 
from all parts of the empire. Their letters 
éxhibit the warmest enthusiasm in favour of 
the great cause of medical regeneration, and 
the support promised to the ‘ Eleemosynary 
Fund” is of the most generous and cheer- 
ing description. Want of space compels 
us to omit the letters we lave received re- 
lating to this institution until next week, 
when we hope to be enabled to publish 
several belonging to each class, together 
with replies to the most prominent of the 
questions. 

The members of the Committee recently 
held a meeting, when a sub-committee was 
appointed, consisting of three gentlemen, 
whe are actively engaged in seeking for 
suitable orrices for the transaction of the 
business of the Cottrce, and the arrange- 
ments are so far completed, that we believe 
the chambers will be advertised officially 
in the course of a few days. In the mean 
time any communieations sent to Tus Lan- 
cet Orrice, as before, will be carefully 
forwarded to the Committee, 


UNIVERSITY OF LONDON, 


Tue Counel met on Tuesday last, when, 
after a curious discussion, it was resolved 
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anatomical chair should remain in statu que 
during another month, This is madness, 
and the Council will inevitably rain the 
University, if they do not act with more 
promptitude and judgnient, Neglect of the 
anatomical department is a gross injastice 
towards the professors in the other medical 
classes. The government of the Univer. 
sity, with regard to these elections, is le 
mentably defective. Had the appointments 
been regulated by public competition, none 
of the disputes which have disgraced the 
institution, and retarded the current of in- 
struction, would have been heard of by the 
public. Men of higher attainments in their 
respective departments than Dr. Exuior- 
son, Dr. D. D. Davis, Dr. Tunnen, and 
the late Mr. Bennerr, could not, we be- 
lieve, have presented themselves; but a 
system of election ought to be adopted in 
such an institution as this, which would 
effectually prevent the appointment of any 
incompetent professor, for by one defective 
agent the whole of the machinery is throwa 
into discordant action. 


We insert the following note at the re- 
quest of Mr. Kixc :— ‘ 

To the Editor of Tue Lancer. 
Sin,—From the manner in which the de- 
fendants concerned in the late trial are 
mentioped in your leading article of last 
week, it may possibly be supposed that you 
are speaking for others as well os for your- 
self; 1 therefore consider it to be my 
duty most explicitly to state, that the re- 
marks made there have not my concurrence, 
Trusting yoo will insert this letter imme- 
diately, 1 remain your obedient servant, 

T. Kine, 
10, Hanover St., Hanover Sq., 
May S3ist, 1831. 


Had Mr. Kine been inclined to be wag- 
gish, he could scarcely have penned amore 
facetious production ; for whut can surpass 
the risible teadency of the supposition, that 
a gentleman of Mr. Kino's stamina feels 
at all sensitive with respect to language 


that the discordant matters reluting to the 
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814 INSANITY WITH CEREBRAL DISEASE. 


; should be observed, and I determined to 

‘Cast OF MENTAL DERANGEMENT, accom- | watch its progréess. 
PANIED BY CEREBRAL DISEASE. On the 19th and 20th, she hs pay to 
; be in the same state, exeept that she had 
By F, avert, M.D,, Sheffield. | now & greater aversion to exercise ; and on 
the latter day 1 could ~ 
Phrenological | any answer to the questions which I thought 
To tha Editor of The “ tate! it Fight to propose. Her friends said, that 
Sia,—The following case, which oceur- she continued to eat, drink, ond sleep well, 
red ia my own practice only a short time) but that duriug the whole day she would 
» shows, as clearly as an individual case | sit in a corner and take no notice of what- 
can,.the dependence of diseases of the mind | svever was going on in the house. It was 
on disease of the brain, and the power which | on the 2¢nd, that 1 happened to call during 
moral causes occasionally have in exciting | dinuer-time, and I shall not soon forgot her 
such diseases, 1 have been induced, at the | appearance on that occasion, She was set 
suggestion of my friend Dr. Holiand, to | near che table, whilst her husband was carv- 
transmit to you the particulars. ‘ing a fowl, and as soon as he had taken off 
On the 18th of October, 1830, I was re- a leg, she immediately seized it, tore it to 
quested to visit Mrs. M., whom I had some tatters with her fingers, and filled her 
months before attended on account of a mouth with the flesh, which she continued 


small scrofulous ulcer on thé great-toe. 
When | called upon her I was surprised at 
her altered appearance; she had now a 
vacant stare and adejected look, which were 
by no means usual to her ; and although she 
knew me, and correctly answered all the 
questions which I put to her, still it was 
evident, both from her appearance and man- 
ner, that her mind wus ‘ill at ease.”” She 
made use only of monosyllebles, denied the 
existence of any pain, and was adverse to 
even the slightest exertion. Her pulse was 
Tegular, at about eighty; she slept well at 
night; the appetite was good, and all the 
various excretions were regularly performed. 
I utiderstood from the friends that she bad 
been in this state for three or four months ; 
but, in consequence of her making no com- 

int, they thought that she was merely 
‘low-spirited,” and therefore they had 
neglected procuring medical advice. They 
said that the? were not awure of any cause 
which could be assigned sufficient to ac- 
éount for her present condition ; bnt they 
thought that it must have been occasioned 
by the toe, to which I have already referred, 

ot being sati$fied, however, with the in- 
formation which | could obtain from ber 
immediate connexions, I questioned her 
heighbours as to their knowledge of any 
thing which had, withia the last few months, 
caused Mrs. M. much mental inquietude. 
From this source | learned, that for the last 
six months Mr. and Mrs. M. had not lived 
happily together ; she had token a strong 
dislike to some children of his which he had 
by a former marriage, and which she now 
wished lim to send elsewhere. To this he 
very reasonably objected, and frequent quar- 
rels and great domestic infelicity had been 
the consequence. From the symptoms and 
Li-tory of the case, I was of opivion that 
much good was not to be expected from 
mediciue ; 1 therefore laid down such rules 
for exercise, society, &e., as 1 thought 


masticating for nearly a quarter of an hour, 
I staid with ber for a considerable time, 
asked her various questions about herself, 
the fowl, her friends, &c., but all to no pur- 
pose; she would not allow a syllable to 
escape her. She had this day a large blis- 
ter put duwn the nape of her neck, aud 
reaching down betwixt her shoulders. On 
the 23d I saw her again ; she was now very 
unwell,and in bed ; her pulse bad risen from 
80 to upwards of 100; her skin was hot, 
and the bowels had not been moved siuce 
the 21st. She would not allow me to see 
her tongue, and when | attempted a second 
time to feel her pulse she made consider- 
able resistance. 1 asked her if she had pain 
in her head, but I obtained no answer, and 
she continued to take.no notice of whatever 
was done by the bystanders. Had I been 
ever 80 anxious to have recourse to tene- 
section, it would have been impossible to 
perform the operation, from the manner in 
which she kept the forearm bent upon the 
humerus. She had a number of leeches ap- 
plied to the templesand forehead, A purg- 
ing draught wus ordered to be given im- 
mediately, and @ mixture eanphor and 
aq. ammon, acet. every three hours, 1 saw 
her the next day, the 24th. She had passed 
arestless night ; ber pulse was beating 150 
strokes in a minute; the bowels had been 
freely moved, but they had not been able to 
give her more than one dose of the mixture. 
She would now answer me any question 
which I put to her, and complained of pain 
in the head. An additional number of 
leeches were lied to the temples, and 
cold cloths to the forehead, She died in 
the evening. On the following day 1 ob- 
tained permission to open her head, which I 
did in the presence of my fiiends Dr. Hol- 
land and Mr, Gregory. There was nothing 
particular to be observed on the dura mater 
nor in the sitiuses ; but on the outer cover- 


ing being removed, we perceived very evi- 
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dent traces of in action in thé 
arachnoid membrane, which was opaque 
and redder, with depositions of coagulable 
lymph, But the most interesting and im- 
portaut appearance was in the brain itself— 
the whole of the anterior lobe was in a@ state 
of disor; ion, presenting an unnatural 
gtéyish aspect; and the cerebral substance 
itself was so soft, that even the slightest 
touch was sufficient to destroy it. tis im- 
— to give an accurate description of 
t by words, but it has never fallen to my 
lot, and it had never fallen to the lot of 
either of my friends, to witness such exten- 
sive mischief, But it was most interesting 
to observe, that the disease was entirely con- 
fined to the anterior lobes; all the zest of 
the brain and cerebellum, from the fissure of 
Sylvius backward, being quite healthy, and 
as firm as any brain I ever dissected. 

Now, how far do the appearances which 
we observed on dissection throw light upon 
the case? It appears to me clear, that the 
diséase in the anterior lobes was not the 

uence of any general inflammatory 
action in the brain, else why was not the 
brain more extensively diseased? Jt was 
unconnected with the affection of the arach- 
noid, b the arachnoid presented simi- 
lar appearances in every part of its exteut; 
and the inflammatory affection of this mem- 
brane (which was the immediute cause of 
death) did not commence, | apprehend, till 
the 23d, whereas she had been labouring 
under disease for several months previously, 
Is it not most re ble to ider that 
the unhappy differences which occurred in 
the family were the cause of the appearances 
which we observed in the anterior jobes of 
the brain, and that the effect of this was the 
state of mental alienation, in which she ex- 
isted for the last several months of her life ?’’ 
—Phrenological Journal, June 1831. 


MR. GREEN'S REFORM. 


To the Editor of Tue Lancer. 


Sirx,—lf, as | believe, you are heartily 
interested ih the tause of medical reform, 
you will not regret to see as many hands as 
possible at work in promoting the grand 

ject in view. Granting that the New 
College of Medicine prosper, and attracts 
to it an immense number of supporters, 
there will still be, Sir, a great body of rank, 
talent, and influence, in the profession who 
will not join your newly-projected Institu- 
tion, These, however, would readily join 
in an * Association for the improvement 
of medical education and medical legisla- 
tion; also for the promotion of union and 
good-will among the members of medical 


society.” Such an association, I have reas 
son to believe, is forming, and need give 
no umbrage to the New College, for its 
object will be the same, so far as all good 
and useful measures ere concerned. 

Mr. Green has addressed the President 
of the College of Surgeons, and proposed 
some judicious regulations for the adoption 
of that corporation ; but he has also proposed 
a scheme of medical polity upona very libe- 
ral and extended basis, which ought to call 
forth the united exertions of the whole body 
of the profession in its favour, I am con- 
vinced that nothing but a great association 
of the profession will be able to prevail on 
the constituted corporations to adopt, or the 
legislature 10 enact, such laws or regula- 
tions as are likely to be beneficial to medi- 
cal society. Mr. Green deserves the thanks 
of the profession for broaching his scheme 
of medical reform, and those who are indis+ 
posed to join the Correce of Mevicixe 
have now another standard to rally roan 
for the general good. 

A Reronmtn. 


PUYSICIANS AND DRUGGISTS. 


To the Editor of Tue Lascer. 


Sir,—Various letters having appeared in 
your journal on the conduct of * certain phy- 
sicians and surgeons,” censuring them for 
sending their prescriptions to the shops of 
certain chemists to be dispensed, | beg leave 
to offer a few remarks thereon. Before any 
attempt is made to throw odium on the con- 
duct of this class of practitioners, the aus 
thors of those communications should first 
inquire what are the causes which have led 
physicians and surgeons to adopt this course 
of proceeding. Since my commencement in 
practice [ have had very many times cause 
to complain of the careless manner in which 
my prescriptions have been dispensed. Im- 
portant articles, such as digitalis, hydro- 
cyanic acid, omitted in the medicine of my 
patients, one beiug substituted for another, 
very frequently the drugs used are impure ; 
calomel, tartar-emetic, and other important 
medicines put in without being weighed to 
the hazard of my patient’s life. Painful 
be it said that this most frequently occurs 
in the shops of the general practitioner, who, 
from his out-door duties, is compelled to 
trust the dispensing of medicines to a young 
and imexperienced boy. From these facts 
how can any physician or surgeon be blamed 
for recommending his patients to any re- 
spectable house where he is certain to have 
bis prescriptions faithfully dispensed, thus 
securing his own reputation, and his pa~ 
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enter the doer of singlé apartment except 
the library, and udtil within the last three 
years théy wére not éven permitted to go 
through the passages of the College to 
hear the lectares which were délivered 
in the theatre. The theatre itself is a 
fangus; sprouting out from thé posterior 
port of the building, and in that fungous 
or abutment, the members 
ould only obtain « footing by passing 
through dirty avenue from Portugal 
Street. Thus, then, at the present period, 
if the “ Hanterian lectures” wete not de- 
livered, the members would be always ex- 
 eludéd froth even the passages of theit own 
Hall or Council-house,”—excladed from 
the passages of that very building which 
their charter éxpressly ordained they might 
possess, hold, and enjoy,” in common 
with the President and Council. The mu- 
seum was granted by Government for the 
of the member, and thé profession 
generally ; for the Frizows of the College of 
Physicians enjoy, by the terms of the bond, 
the right of entré, and of introducing theit 
scientific friends. The theatre was erected 
partly at the public expense, and partly out 
of thé furids belonging to the commonatrty. 
Who then sliall contend that, in the absence 
of the lecturer, the members of the College 
have not a right to speak in a building con- 
structed avowedly for their advantage, and 
wvowedly by funds of their own supplying ? 
But, as we before stated, detach the theatré, 
afd library, institutions not once 
mertitned in the charter=institutions not 
at all referted to in that instrament, and the 
commonality, in conformity with the system 
of government at present adopted by the 
self. perperwating, criminal-prosecuting ” 
would be and all entirely ex- 
eluded from that property which the law de- 
elares, in terms the niost dnqualified, they 
shall for ever “ hold, use, and enjoy.” 
Within about thirty years, the members 
have paid into thé coffers of this corpora- 
fion & sim Smoutiting t6 about two 


Disp THOUSAND PouNDS ; it is high time, 
therefore, that the commonAuty should ez- 
amine the accounts—should inquire into the 
distribution of this immense fund, ascertain 
how much of it at different periods lias been 
dacked by the various greedy juntos, who 
have insulted and persecuted the common- 
ALTY; it is time that we should meet in 
our own “ hall or council house,” and “ alter 
the common seal,’’ for, heaven knows, it is 
6 battered and defaced, so scétched and 
blottéd, that it looks more like the emblem 
of a demon’s malice, than the fair and bright 
sign of learning dnd science. We will teach 
these monopolizers how to institute ‘‘ eri- 
minal prosecutions,” and the monopolizers 
will teach the commowanty how to vindi- 
cate their rights. Persecution is the parent 
of Reason, Reason is the parent of Courage, 
and Courage is the parent of Victory. 

So much of our space is already occupied 
with this subject, that we can do no more 
than allude to a paragraph which appeared 
in the Globe of Thursday evening, stating, 
that the Council had obtained “ new 
powers” from the learned judges: A tale 
fur fools! The Judges cannot grant the 
Council new powers. The Charter is the 
law; and the Judges cannot alter thé Char- 
ter. As tothe “expulsion” of members, 
the Council were in possession of that 
power on the 8th of March, or their eon- 
duct was sadly illegal. In order to put this 
fhiattet if a clear light; we would ask, Aré 
fot the Council in possession of a by-law; 
whieh subjects any member to penalties 
of from “ fifty pounds up to two hundred for 
every offence, who may writé or speak ary: 
thing derogatory to the dignity of the Col- 
lege?” Such a by-law has opon their 
books dufing muny yéars past—such a by- 
law is in the hands of hundreds of tlie com- 
monalty; and, mark! it was approved and 
signed by Lord Chancellor E.nox, by Lord 
Chief Justice Ertensonoven, and Chief 
Justice Dattas. Why then did not the 
Council put hit by-law in force? Why 
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did they not recover these ruinous penal- 
ties from the editor of Tus Lancet, who has 
written enough against the Council to fill a 
Bible? Why, we ask, have they not, under 
this by-law, sought to recover penalties 
from the editor of this Journal? Because it 
eo happens that such penalties were not 
attainable, unless with the sanction of a 
Baitisu Juny—a body of men for whom it 
is quite evident the junto entertain no very 
strong predilection, 


LONDON COLLEGE OF MEDICINE. 


Canprpates for the diploma of this in- 
stitution continue to present themselves 
from all parts of the empire. Their letters 
éxhibit the warmest enthusiasm in favour of 
the great cause of medical regeneration, and 
the support promised to the ‘ Eleemosynary 
Fund” is of the most generous and cheer- 
ing description. Want of space compels 
us to omit the letters we have received re- 
lating to this institution until next week, 
when we hope to be enabled to publish 
several belonging to each class, together 
with replies io the most prominent of the 
questions. 

The members of the Committee recently 
held a meeting, when a sub-commitiee was 
appointed, consisting of three gentlemen, 
whe are actively engaged in seeking for 
suitable orrices for the transaction of the 
business of the Cottrce, abd the arrange- 
ments are so far completed, that we believe 
the chambers will be advertised officially 
in the course of a few days. In the mean 
time any communieations sent to Tus Lan- 
cet Orrice, as before, will be carefully 
forwarded to the Committee, 


UNIVERSITY OF LONDON, 


Tue Counel met on Tuesday last, when, 
after a curious discussion, it was resolved 


that the discordant matters relating to the 
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anatomical chair should remain in statu que 
during another month, This is madness, 
and the Council will inevitably rain the 
University, if they do not act with more 
promptitude and judgment. Neglect of the 
anatomical department is a gross injastice 
towards the professors in the other medical 
classes. The government of the Univer. 
sity, with regard to these elections, is le 
mentably defective, Had the appointments 
been regulated by public competition, none 
of the disputes which have disgraced the 
institution, and retarded the current of in- 
struction, would have been heard of by the 
public. Men of higher attainments in their 
respective departments than Dr. Exuior- 
son, Dr. D. D. Davis, Dr. Turner, aed 
the late Mr. Bennerr, could not, we be- 
lieve, have presented themselves; but a 
system of election ought to be adopted in 
such an institution as this, which would 
effectually prevent the appointment of any 
incompetent professor, for by one defective 
agent the whole of the machinery is throwa 
into discordant action. 


We insert the following note at the re- 
quest of Mr. Kixc :— 

To the Editor of Tue Lancer. 
S1r,—From the manner in which the de- 
fendants concerned in the late trial are 
mentioned in your leading article of last 
week, it may possibly be supposed that you 
ure speaking for others as well os for your- 
self; I therefore consider it to be my 
duty most explicitly to state, that the res 
marks made there have not my concurrence, 
lrusting you will insert this leuwer imme- 
diately, 1 remain your obedient servant, 

T. Kine. 
10, Hanover St., Hanover Sq., 
May 3ist, 1831. 


Had Mr. Kino been inclined to be wag- 
gish, be could scarcely have penned a more 
facetious production ; for whut can surpass 
the risible teadency of the supposition, that 


a gentleman of Mr. Kinc's stamina feels 
at all sensitive with respect to language 


directed against the iviquitous conduct of 
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the junto? Anxious, however, that other 
gentlemen may not take the trouble to dis- 
claim a “‘ concurrence” with any of the 
leading articles in Tuz Lancer, we may as 
well state at once, that those articles are 
never dictated with any other ‘ concur- 
rence” than the feelings of the editor, who, 
as their author and publisher, is, alone, 
morally and legally responsible for the doc- 
trines they inculcate. Until the present 
moment we were not aware that such an 
avowal was necessary. 

Mr. Kixc cannot be alarmed, although, 
from his speaking of the “ late trial,” and 
from his being apprehensive lest it should 
be supposed that he ‘ concurs” in the lan- 
guage of Tue Lancer, one could almost 
imagine that he believes he has been found 
guilty, and that he is about to be called up 
for judgment. There has been no “ trial,” 
the late argument was on the question of 
filing the “criminal information ;”’ it was 
only a preparatory step—a simple adjust- 
ment of the culinary apparatus. The feast 
is forthcoming, and we hope to see Mr. 
Krne at the glorious repast, as a prominent 
and honourable guest. The weather is now 
too hot for the adequate enjoyment of such 
a festival, and, fortunately, the arrange- 
ments for it are not likely to be completed 
before the autumn, a particularly appro- 
priate season, because if the fare partake 
not ofa rich display of “‘ game,” the entire 
exhibition will be dull, flat, and unprofit- 
able. 


EXTENSIVE FRACTURE OF THE SKULL AND 
LOSS OF BRAIN.—GREAT PROTRACTION OF 
LIFE. 


To the Editor of Tue Lancer. 


Sin,—If you think the following case 
worthy of publication, I shall feel obliged 
your giving it a place in your useful 
ournal. I do not p it on t of 
any practical conclusion which may be de- 
duced from it, though some interesting cir- 
Cumstances attend it. No examivation 


MR. RUDKIN’S CASE OF FRACTURED SKULL. 


place after death, and I chiefly wish to see 
it recorded as an example of a necessity for 
‘* reform” in the present mode of pam beng 
ing inquests in the country. On these oc- 
casions a mistaken tenderness for the feel- 
ings of the relatives operates too frequently 
with coroners to prevent ae ex- 
aminations, thereby excluding the only au- 
thentic source of elucidating the point which 
the jury meet to decide upon, and depriving 
the medical profession of valuable inform- 


ation in many important cases. 
I remain, Sir, your obedient servant, 
oun Rupxiy, Surgeon, 
Brigg, Lincolnshire ; 
May 10th, 1831. 


CASE. 

Suerwoop, a delicate boy, twelve 
years of age, received, on the 27th of Feb- 
ruary, a severe kick on the left side of his 
head from a horse. On examination I found 
an extensive Jacerated wound of the scalp, 
over the anterior superior angle of the left 
parietal bone. The bone was so much frac- 
tured and comminuted, that several pieces 
were actually driven into the substance of 
the brain, part of which had escaped through 
the wound ; the fracture extended upwards 
through the sagittal suture (about an inch 
from the coronal) downward through the 
spbznoid, and forward through the coronal 
to the frontal bone. The symptoms were 
those of compression of the brain; the pu- 
pils were dilated and immoveable, with par- 
tial ptosis ; and a total loss of all conscious- 
ness, with hemiplegia of the right side. In 
this state of collapse be was brought bome, 
after losing a great quantity of blood from a 
division of the temporal artery. A part of 
the parietal bone was removed by the tre- 
phine, and the depressed pieces of bone 
were raised, without any relief, when a large 
quantity of venous blood issued from the 
brain; the dura mater was lacerated ond 
covered with bioody serum. He was order- 
ed low diet and quietness, and his bowels 
were purged with calomel and jalap. He 
continued in this state four days, w 
began to have some sensibility, and took 
some light nutriment, but was never able to 
speak ; his pulse was never quick, nor had 
he the least appearance of fever, notwith- 
standing the wound looked very unhealthy. 
A piece of loose bone was taken from the 
upper part of the wound on the tenth day 
after the accident, when part of the brain 
hegan to rise considerably above the wound. 
On the 12th, a very large piece of bone 
was removed from the lower part of the 
wound, two inches and three-quarters in 
length, and one inch and a half in breadth. 
Upon dressing it the following morning, 
hernia cerebri had formed to a great extent, 

sattious fluid, 
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GUTHRIE. 


which kept increasing until the sixteenth 
day, when hemorrhage came on from the 
middle meningeal artery, which proved 
fatal on the seventeenth day after the acci- 
dent. His head was not allowed to be ex- 
amined after death. 

One portion of bone which came away 
bearing through nearly its whole length the 
impress of the meningeal ariery. 


P.S. It is rather extraordinary, that after 
so great an extent of bone had been detach- 
ed, life should have been prolonged to so 
late a period after the injury. 


MR. GUTHRIE'S PROMISES, 


To the Editor of Tur Lancet. 


Sir,—Permit me to state, in reply to the 
complaint of a ‘* Medical Student” in your 
Journal of last week, that Mr. Guthrie said, 
in his advertisements and introductory lec- 
ture, that he should lecture on Mondays and 
Wednesdays only until the ist of May; he, 
however, repeatedly lectured on the Thurs- 
days and Saturdays, thus giving above 
twenty lectures more than he promised, 
Mr. Guthrie also informed the class in 
February that there would not he time to 
include the di of the eye in the course, 
and as he intended to make them a part of 
his lectures at the College of Surgeons, 


those pupils who wished to hear them might 
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have tickets by applying for them; and 
Mr. Gutbrie he should be 
glad to see any gentlemen at the Ophthalmic 
Hospital in Warwick Street, whenever they 
pleased to attend, his object being to give 
them all the information in his power. I 
may further state, that Mr. Guthrie did give 
clinical lectures at the Westminster Hospi- 
tal last season, particularly on amputation, 
on injuries of the head, and on cataract, and 
has always made remarks on any cases of 
interest, when going through the wards. __ 
1 am, Sir, 
Your very obedient humble servant, 
A Purw or Litrte 


May 24. Srreet Mepicat Scnoou. 


To the Editor of Tur Lancer. 


Sin,—I demand of you in justice, and | am 
sure | shall not call in vain, to insert the fol- 
lowing contradiction of a gross mistate- 
ment, emanating from a medical student, 
contained in your last number. 

Your correspondent states that in the face 
of a promise, nota single clinical lecture bas 
been delivered at the Westminster Hospital 
by Mr. Guthrie or either of the other sur- 
geons. In reply I have to state that if he 
be astudent of the Westminster, which I 
much doubt, he is either guilty ofa deliberate 
falsehood, or makes but a sorry use of the 
opportunities which are open to him; for not 


only has Mr. Guthrie, to my certain know- 
ledge, delivered five or six formal clinical 
lectures since October in the board-room 
and surgery, but he is also regular in his 
attendance, and in the frequent habit of 
making clinical observations upon such cases 


of interest as come under his treatment. It 
is also matter of notoriety that Mr. White 
on every occasion of bis visiting the hospital, 
comments freely and familiarly upon all sur- 
gical cases deserving of notice, and thus, in 
the most pleasing manner, communicates 
such a fund of practical information as is not 
excelled, if equalled, by any hospital sur- 
geon in London; in fact, when interesting 
cases bave been abundant I have known Mr, 
White devote two or three hours to this 
important branch of surgical instruction. 

Of Mr. Guthrie’s arrangements about his 
lectures on the eye I know nothing certain, 
but it was generally understood that they 
were to be delivered at the College, to 
which all bis pupils were to have access on 
the occasion. 

As the publication of my name would 
answer no good purpose, I shall feel obliged 
by your suppressing it, though I enclose it 
to yourself as authenticating the communi- 
cation. 

Srupens. 
Westminster Hospital, Tuesdey. 
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814 INSANITY WITH CEREBRAL DISEASE. 


‘Cask OF MENTAL DERANGEMENT, ACCOM- 
PANIED BY CEREBRAL DISEASE. 


By Favext, M.D., Sheffield. | 


To thé Editor of The Phrenological Journal 


Sin,—The following case, which occur- 
red in my own practice only a short time 
ago, shows, as clearly as an individual case 
can, the dependence of diseases of the mind 
on disease of the brain, and the power which 
moral causes ocvasionally have in exciting 
such diseases, 1 have been induced, at the 
suggestion of my friend Dr. Holiand, to 
transmit to you the particulars. 


On the 18th of October, 1830, I was re-| 
quested to visit Mrs. M., whom I had some | 
months before attended on account of a. 


small scrofulous ulcer on thé great-toe. 
When | called upon her 1 was surprised at 
her altered appéarance; she had now a 
vacant stare and a dejected look, which were 
by no means usual to her ; and although she 
knew me, and correctly answered all the 
questions which I put to her, still it was 
evident, both from her appearance and man- 
ner, that her mind wus ‘ill at ease.” She 
made use only of monosyllebles, denied the 
existence of any pain, and was adverse to 
even the slightest exertion. Her pulse was 
Tegular, at about eighty ; she slept well at 
night; the appetite was good, and all the 
various excretions were regularly performed. 
I uiiderstood from the friends that she bad 
been in this state for three or four months ; 
but, in consequence of her making no com- 

int, they thought that she was merely 
‘ low-spirited,” and therefore they had 
neglected procuring medical acvice. The 
said that they were not awure of any cause 
which could be assigned sufficient to ac- 
éount for her present condition ; but they 
thought that it must have been occasioned 
yy the toe, to which I have already referred. 

ot being sati$fied, however, with the in- 
formation which L could obtain from ber 
immediate ¢onnexions, I questioned her 
heighbours as to their knowledge of any 
thing which bad, withia the last few months, 
caused Mrs. M. much mental inquietude. 
From this source | learned, that for the last 
six months Mr. and Mrs. M. had not lived 
happily together ; she had taken a strong 
dislike to some children of his which he had 
by a former marriage, and which she now 
wished lim to send elsewhere. To this he 
very reasonably objected, and frequent quar- 
rels and great domestic infelicity hud been 
the conseyuence. From the symptoms and 
hi-tory of the case, I was of opinion that 
much good was not to be expected from 
mediciue ; 1 therefore laid down such rules 
for exercise, society, &e., as 1 thought 


observed, and I determined to 
watch its 

Ona oth ont 20th, she appeared to 
be in the same state, except that she had 
now & greater aversion to exercise ; and on 
| the latter day 1 could not procure from her 
| any answer to the questions which I thought 
it right to propose. Hert friends said, that 
| she continued to eat, drink, ond sleep well, 
but that durivg the whole day she would 
sit in a corner and take no notice of what- 
|soever was going on in the house. It was 
jon the znd, that 1 happened to call during 
‘dinner-time, and I shail not soon forgot her 
|appearance on that occasion, She was set 
| near the table, whilst her husband was carv- 
‘ing a fowl, and as soon as he had taken off 
a leg, she immediately seized it, tore it to 
tatters with her fingers, and filled her 
mouth with the flesh, which she continued 
masticating for nearly a quarter of an hour. 
I staid with ber for a considerable time, 
asked her various questions about herself, 
the fowl, her friends, &c., but all to no pur- 
pose; she would not allow a syllable to 
escape her, She had this day a large blis- 
ter put duwn the nape of her neck, aod 
reaching down betwixt her shoulders. On 
the 23d I saw her again ; she was now very 
unwell, and in bed ; her pulse bad risen from 
80 to upwards of 100; her skin was hot, 
and the bowels had not been moved since 
the 21st. She would not allow me to see 
her todgue, and when | attempted a second 
time to feel her pulse she made consider- 
able resistavce. 1 asked her if she had pain 
in her head, but I obtained no answer, and 
she continued to take no notice of whatever 
was doue by the bystanders. Had I been 
ever 80 anxious to have recourse to vene- 
section, it would have been impossible to 
perform the operation, from the manner in 
which she kept the forearm bent upon the 
humerus. She had a number of leeches ap- 
plied to the templesand forehead, A purg- 
ing draught was ordered to be given im- 
mediately, and @ mixture witl camphor and 
aq. ammon, acet. every three hours. 1 saw 
her the next day, the 24th. She had passed 
arestless night, her pulse was beating 150 
strokes in a minute ; the bowels bad been 
freely moved, but they had not been able to 
give her more than one dose of the mixture. 
She would now answer me any quéstion 
which I put to her, and complained of pain 
in the bead. An additional number of 
leeches were applied to the temples, aud 
cold cloths to the forehead. She died in 
the evening. On the following day 1 ob- 
tained permission to open her head, which [ 
did in the presence of my fiiends Dr. Hol- 
land and Mr, Gregory. There was nothing 
particular to be observed on thé dura mater 
nor in the sitiuses ; but on the outer cover- 


ing being removed, we perceived very evi- 


MR. GREEN'S ** MODERATE REFORM.”"—PER-CENTAGE MEN. 385 


dent traces of in action in thé 
arachnoid membrane, which was opaque 
and redder, with depositions of coagulable 
lymph, But the most interesting and im- 
rtaut ap was in the brain itself— 
the whole of the anterior lobe was in @ staie 
of di ization, presenting an unnatural 
grtéyish aspect; and the cerebral substance 
itself was so soft, that even the slightest 
touch was sufficient to destroy it. tis im- 
yo to give an accurate description of 
t by words, but it has never fallen to my 
lot, and it had never fallen to the lot of 
either of my friends, to witness such exten- 
sivé mischief, But it was most interesting 
to observe, that the disease was entirely con- 
fined to the anterior lobes; ail the rest of 
the brain and cerebeilum, from the fissure of 
Sylvius backward, being quite healthy, and 
as firm as any brain I ever dissected. 

Now, how far do the appearances which 
we,observed on dissection throw light upon 
the case? It appears to me clear, that the 
diséase in the anterior lobes was not the 
consequence of any general inflammatory 
action in the brain, else why was not the 
brain more eXtensively diseased? Jt was 
unconnected with the affection of the arach- 
noid, because the arachnoid presented simi- 
lar appearances in every part of its exteut ; 
and the inflammatory atiection of this mem- 
brane (which was the immediute cause of 
death) did not commence, | apprehend, till 
the 23d, whereas she had been labouring 
under disease for several months previously. 


society.” Such an assdciation, I have reas 
son to believe, is forming, and need give 
no umbrage to the New College, for its 
object will be the same, so far as all good 
and useful measures are concerned. 

Mr. Green has addressed the President 
of the College of Surgeons, and proposed 
some judicious regulations for the adoption 
of that corporation ; but he has also proposed 
a scheme of medical polity upon a very libe- 
ral and extended basis, which ought to call 
forth the united exertions of the whole body 
of the profession in its favour, I am con- 
vinced that nothing but a great association 
of the profession will be able to prevail on 
the constituted corporations to adopt, or the 
legislature to enact, such laws or regula- 
tions as are likely to be beneficial to medi- 
cal society. Mr. Green deserves the thanks 
of the profession for broaching his scheme 
of medical reform, and those who aré indis- 
posed to join the of Mevicine 
have how another standard to rally roan 
for the general good. 

A Reronmen. 


PHYSICIANS AND DRUGGISTS, 


To the Editor of Tae Lancer. 


Sir,—Voarious letters having appeared in 
your journal on the conduct of * certain phy- 
ici and surgeons,” censuring them for 


Is it not most reasonable to der that 
the unhappy differences which occurred in 
the family were the cause of the appearances 
which we observed in the anterior lobes of 
the brain, and that the effect of this was the 
state of mental alienation, in which she ex- 
isted for the last several months of her life?” 
—Phrenologicul Journal, June 1831. 


MR. GREEN'S REFORM. 


To the Editor of Tat Laxcer. 


Sirx,—lf, as | believe, you are heartily 
interested Ih the tause of medical reform, 
you will not regret to see as many hands as 
possible at work in promoting the grand 
object in view. Gravting that the New 
College of Medicine prosper:, and attracts 
to it an immense number of supporters, 
there will still be, Sir, a great body of rank, 
talent, and influence, in the profession who 
will not join your newly-projected Institu- 
tion, ‘These, however, would readily join 
in an * Association for the improvement 
of medical education and medical legisla- 
tion; also for the promotion of union and 
good-will among the members of medical 


sending their prescriptions to the shops of 
certain chemists to be dispensed, | beg leave 
to offer a few remarks thereon. Before any 
attempt is made to throw odium on the con- 
duct of this class of practitioners, the aus 
thors of those communications should first 
inquire what are the causes which have led 
physicians and surgeons to adopt this course 
of proceeding. Since my commencement in 
practice [ have had very many times cause 
to complain of the careless manner in which 
my prescriptions have been dispensed. Im- 
portant articles, such as digitalis, hydro- 
cyanic acid, omitted in the medicine of my 
patients, one being substituted for another, 
very frequently the drugs used are impure ; 
calomel, tartar-emetic, and other important 
medicines put in without being weighed to 
the hazard of my patient's life. Paidful 
be it said that this most frequently occurs 
in the shops of the general practitioner, who, 
from his out-door duties, is compelled to 
trust the dispensing of medicines to a young 
and inexperienced boy. From these facts 
how can any physician or surgeon be blemed 
for recommending his patients to any re- 
spectable house where he is certain to have 
bis prescriptions faithfully dispensed, thus 
securing his owa reputation, and his pa- 
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tient’s ‘recovery? Ifthere was a law to 

both the surgeon and patient from 
such conduct, it would prevent the practi- 
tioner from being under the necessity of 
adopting this P ding, and at 
the same time remove the complaints of 
your correspondents on this subject. 1 have 
the honour to be, Sir, your obedient, humble 


servant, 
G. Dovenez, M.R.C.S.L, 
9, Lower James Street, Golden Square; 
May 26, 1831. 


MR, WALLER'S MIDWIFERY PRIZE. 
To the Editor of Tae Lancet. 

_Srr,—In the last Number of Tne Lay- 
cer | observed @ communication signed E. 
L., which so abounds with erroneous state- 
ments, that it seems necessary for me to say 
a few words in reply; not somuch, however, 
with a view of vindicating myself from the 
charge it contains (because I believe that 
my conduct, since | have had the honour of 
being a teacher of midwifery, has been such 
that few of my pupils would accuse me of 
an act of injustice or partiality, and there- 
fore an attack from an anonymous correspon- 
dent is one which I should not have thought 
it needful to notice on my own account), but 
because there is an assertion calculated to 
excite a suspicion that my late pupil and 
esteemed friend Mr. Alger did not deserve 
the prize lately awarded him ; it is on this 
account, and tor his sake, that | must beg 
the favour of a corner in the next number of 
your journal for this communication, 

If E. L. had paid attention to the lectures 
and examinations during the last season, my 
reasons for deviating from the system adopt- 
ed by my fellow-teachers would have been 
no “* enigma,” since they have been again 
and again explained to the pupils; but as 1 
have stated my object to be that of correct- 
ing a mistatement with regard to Mr. Alger 
(who is not now in town to answer for |im- 
self), 1 shall confidently consign my own cha- 
racteras a teacher into the hauds of my pupils 
at large, who are quite as competentas E.L, 
to form a correct opinion upon it. 

It is stated that ‘‘ Mr. Alger had been 
studying midwifery upwards of three years 
under Mr. Waller.;”’ whereas the plain mat- 
ter of fact is, that the period did not quite 
extend tooneyear’ ‘True, he attended the 
autumn course of 1828, and the spring course 
of 1829 ; he then left town, I believe in con- 
sequence of ill health, and did not arrive 
aguio till the present year, 1831, part of the 
spring course of which he attended, but 
having to prepare for the Hall, he was 
frequently absent; so that instead of his 
having any peculiar advantages, I consider 


him to have laboured under disadvanteges 
which nothing but the greatest diligence, 
attention, and perseverance, could have 
enabled him to overcome; his success, there- 
fore, entitles him to the greater honour. It 
is further stated that ‘‘ the examiners them- 
selves admitted that there was but a shade 
of difference between them, and that Mr. 
Gee had the greater number of capital an- 
swers.” No such admission was ever made : 
and indeed the reverse of this was the fact ; 
for previous to the bers being d 
up, Mr. Doubleday placed his hand on the 
answers, which afterwards proved to be Mr, 
Alger’s, and made this observation,—“ This 
is the man who ought to have the prize, for 
it is quite evident he the greatest 
degree of practical information.” Having, I 
trust, said what is necessary with ao to 
Mr. Alger, I have only to say for myself that 
[ shall always be willing to meet any accu- 
sation against my public conduct, provided 
my accuser authenticates his statement by 
subscribing his name, but I do not consider 
myself called upon to answer any not so 
authenticated. 

If a teacher choose to offer a prize, I 
conceive him to be quite at liberty to make 
his own regulations respecting the manner 
of awarding it; and | have yet to learn the 
propriety of designating it an ‘‘ abuse,” if 
these regulations happen to give offence to 
one pupil of tke class: it should be borne in 
mind that it is a gratuitous offering on the 
part of the lecturer, and not one to which, as 
a matter of course, the pupil is entitled. 
Allow me, in conclusion, to express my de- 
cided opinion that the statement of E. L. 
was founded in error, for from along and in- 
timate counexion with medical students, I 
cannot suppose that I have a single one 
associated with my class who would be 
guilty of uttering a deliberate falsehood for 
the purpose of casting a slur either upon his 
teacher or a fellow-pupil. Yours, &c., 

Cuartes 

Bartholomew Close, 

May 30, 1831. 


USE OF THE WHITE AGARIC IN NIGHT 
PERSPIRATIONS. 


Dr, Burpacn, of Triebat, has confirmed 
the opinion, that the white agaric possesses 
in small doses the property of arresting ex- 
cessive nocturnal diaphoresis. It is best 
given to the extent of from four to six 
grains in the evening, and it may be re- 
peated in the day-time, if the patient be 
not of an irritable habit. It may be giveo in 
the form of a bitter extract made into pills, 
It has also been successfully used in habi- 
tual diarrhees, in combination with alumn 
or kino. 
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ST. BARTHOLOMEW’S HOSPITAL 


TUMOUR IN THE GROIN. 


Wittiam Ene, etat. 45, a healthy- 
looking man, was admitted into Pitcairn’s 
Ward on the 2nd of December, 1830, under 
the care of Mr. Earle. 

He has a tumour of about the size of an 
ostrich’s egg, and elastic to the touch, oc- 
cupying the entire extent of the right groin. 
It feels soft, and pressure oa it is not pro- 
ductive of pain. The finger cannot be passed 
through the external abdominal ring; the 
tumour is moveable, and apparently situated 
in the inguinal canal, but feels as if attached 
by a broad basis, and the testicle of that 
side is not in the scrotum. He states that 
the testicle of that side has never descend- 
ed, and that he bas had a tumour in his 
right groin since his birth. In the eariier 
periods of his life it was about the size of a 
small egg; twelve years since, however, it 
began to increase, till at length it became as 
large as a man’s fist. It remained of that 
size until two months ago, since which time 
it has rapidly increased. 

13. He has been ordered to take ten drops 
of the tincture of iodine daily, and to rub 
some of the ointment of the hydriodate of 
potass on the tumour. He has been visited 
by several hospital surgeous since his ad- 
mission. Sir Astley Cooper thought that 
no one would be justified in attempting to 
extirpate the tumour, and recommended the 
application of ice to it, and the continuance 
of the iodine. Mr. Bransby Cooper, how- 
ever, differed from Sir Astley, and advised 
recourse to an operation. A consultation 
having been held to-day, as to the propriety 
of performing an operation, Mr. Karle was 
inclined to operate, but Mr. Vincent re- 
fused to give hisconsent, and Mr. Lawrence 
yielded his very reluctantly. The conse- 
quence of this difference of opinion was, 
that no @peration was performed, and the 
same remedies were continued. 

Jan. 1. The tumour has much increased 
in size, and is extending towards the um- 
bilicus. On the 28th of December the pa- 
tient was ordered to take the tincture of 
iodine twice a day. A few red spots are 
now seen on the surface of the tumour, 
which the man attributes to the use of the 
ointment. Mr. Earle thinks that he can 
detect fluctuation in it ; Mr. Lawrence can- 
not, and Mr. Vincent is net decided on the 
pomt ; but both these gentlemen coincided 
m opposing the performance of an opera- 
tion, 


11. Mr. Earle to-day feeling assured that 
the tumour contained fluid, punctured it, 


when about half an ounce of bloody serum 
followed the withdrawal of the instrument. 


Finding this to be the case, he was inclined 
to believe that it was some malignant 
growth. ‘I'he man remained in the hospital 
till the 20th, when he left at his own re- 
quest, and went into the country. 

Mr. Stanley has recently received a letter 
from a medical gentleman in the country, 
who has had the patient under his care since 
he left the hospital. He states that the 
tumour has suppurated and discharged a 
large quantity of pus, and that the man is 
now recovering very rapidly, On Sunday 
last (22d of May), Mr. Stanley being at 
Brighton, and visiting the hospital there, 
met with a case precisely similar to this, 
with the exception that the testicle had not 
descended on either side. 


ACUTE LARYNGITIS-—-LAKYNGOTOMY, 


Rebecca Tudor, et. 32, a delicate-looking 

woman, was admitted into Mary’s Ward, 
under the care of Dr. Latham, at eight 
o’clock a.m., April 8th, with the following 
symptoms :— 
Her countenance is livid, and expressive 
of much anxiety ; respiration laborious, and 
accompanied with a noise similar to that 
heard in croup ; inability to articulate so as 
to be audible ; great impediment to deglu- 
ution, whether of solids or fluids; dark 
sordes around the mouth ; tongue covered 
with a dry brown fur; pulse feeble, quick, 
and intermitting, at every tenth pulsation, 
and some coldness of the extremities. 

It is stated that four days ago soreness of 
the throat came on, attended with some 
dyspnea, which has gradually increased, 
and to this was added great difficulty of 
swallowing. She was bled largely, without 
the slightest mitigation of her sufferings, 
and subsequently had a blister applied to 
her throat, which, however, failed to afford 
relief. Her difficulty of respiration, and 
other symptoms, being rapidly progressive, 
she was compelled to seek admission into 
this hospital, Dr. Latham conceiving that 
an operation would be the only chance of 
affording her relief, requested that it might 
be had recourse to immediately. The ope- 
ration of laryngotomy was accordingly per- 
formed in the usual manner by Mr. Earle; 
a portion was cut out of the cricoid carti- 
lage, and through the opening thus made, a ’ 
tube was introduced into the trachea, which 
afforded her immediate relief. Her coun- 
tenance soon assumed a more natural hue, 
and in a short time became pule ; she was 
also enabled to articulate with ease. 

Four o’clock p.m. Has dosed at inter- 
vals since the operation. Her countenance 
is at present placid, and she breuthes with 
ease, occasionally experiencing a little in- 
convenience from eee of mucus in 


the canula, The culty of deglutition 
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a8 POISONING BY ARSENIC. 


atill remains, though not to such an extent 
ae at the time of her admission. Tongue 
the same, pulse 110, and smell, but with 
power, 

Capt. ve. opii, git. xxx, slatim, 

10, Daring the two last nights she bas 

Qbtained comfortable and refreshing sleep, 
can now swallow without the leagt 
ifficulty. ‘The canula ye removed yester- 
lay, in consequence of the passage of air 
pe impeded by the pre- 
sence of mucus iv it. It remained out 
three hours, during which time she breathed 
through the opening, and slept soundly, 
It was, however, necessary to replace it. 
Her countenance now gupeete tranquil and 
free from anxiety, and her respiration is 
easily performed, except occasionally, when 
the canula b bstructed by mucus ; 
. pulse very frequent, but soft ; bowels con- 
stipated. She has taken balf a drachm of 
laudanum twice a day since ber admission. 
Capt. hydrarg. submur., gr. v, statim, et 

repetatur dosis post horas quatuor. 

11. The tube has been withdrawn; she 
breathes partly through the wound, and 
partly through the laryns ; slept well last 
night; the calomel produced two good 
evacuations; she is, in other respects, the 
same. 

Capt, pil. hydrarg., gr. ¥, nocte maneque. 

12. The wound remains open, but the 


tube has not been replaced. At present |" 
she breathes with great facility, though, in 
the course of yesterday, her respiration be- 
came laborious, from a collection of mucus 


im the trachea, She passed a good night, 
and to-day expresses herself as feeling very 
comfortable. Pulse 100, with considerable 
power; gums rather sore from taking the 
mercury. Discontinue pil. hydrarg. 

13th. Slept well last night; breathes 
essily through the wound and larynx; takes 
the tinctura opii only at night. 

18. A blush of inflammation has appeared 
around the wound, and a small swelling fas 
formed beneath the chin ; four leeches were 
applied yesterday. Has discontinued the 
use of the re. opii, and obtains sleep with- 
out it. Bowels open; pulse 96, and soft; 
skin cool. Un puncturing the tumour, about 
& tea-spoontul of well-formed pus escaped. 

21. The ioflammation around the wound 
not having subsided, twelve leeches were 
coenes yesterday, which Lave put a stop to 

progress of the inflammation. A swell- 
ing has formed on the nape of the neck, and 
is attended with considerable pain. Bowels 
soft and very frequent; slight 
has superveved. Voice has be- 

come much stronger. 


Applicet. emplast, lytie tremori, 


27. The diarrhea has ceased, and the 
swelling of the neck subsided. She breathes 
entirely through the laryox ; voice natural ; 
deglutition perfect. hen she coughs for 
the dislodgement of mucus, which does not 
now happen more than osce a day, gome 
air is forced through the wound, which is 
nearly healed. Pulse 100, end soft. 

Capt. mist. calumb. alhalin, 33s, ter indies. 

May 3. A good deal of hardness stil] re- 
mains around the wound and under the chin, 
She hasa little cough ; in other respects is 
going on favourably ; the wound is healed, 
and her voice is now much stronger. 

Applicentur hirudines sex mazill, infer. 

20, Abeut a fortnight since, considerable 
difficulty of deglutitioa came on, and her 
respiration became very difficult ; this con- 
tinued for a few days, when in a fit of 
coughing an abscess burst in her throgt, and 
she immediately discharged a large quan- 
tity of pus from her mouth, which gave her 
instant relief. Her respiration and power 
of swallowing haye since been effected 
without the Teast diffculty, Dr. Latham 
supposes that the abscess was situated in 
the cellular membrane which connects the 
laryox with the esophagus. Another ab- 
scess subsequently formed on the upper part 
of the sternum, but is now nearly well. All 
the symptoms from which she has suffered 
have disappeared, the several functions 
are regularly performed, and her health is 
e-established. 


REMARKABLE CASE OF POISONING BY ARSE- 
Nic MIXED WITH ANIMAL MATTER,-—- 
CORRECTION GF AN ERRONEOUS 


LYSIS. 
By M. Orrita. 


[Tue subjoined case deserves deep attention, 
as it forcibly illustrates several most im- 
portant points in the medico-legal investi- 
gation of homicide by the arsenious acid. 


Some days sinoe I was directed, eonjoint- 
ly with some of my colleagues to determine 
whether some serious accidents, which su- 
pervened in four individuals who had shortly 
before eaten of a bouilli, were or were not 
the results of the operation of poison, Two 
of the persons had already died, and I bad 
to examine severel substences connected 
with the circumstances of the case, espe- 
cially the fluid contained iv the stomaeh of 
one of the deceased individuals, and which 
had previously been subjected to analysis 
by other experimentalists, who had decided 
that it contained no poisonous ingredient. 
The experiments on which they based their 
judgment were of two kinds, the first con- 
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POISONING BY ARSENIC, 


sisting of a chemical analysis, the second of 
the administration of a portion of the liquid 
to healthy animuls. Notwithstanding this 


319 
Experiments on Living Animals.—I1 have 


already said, that a portion of the suspected 
liquid had been given by the first examiners 


proceeding, we found that the analysed 'to two animals, who had experienced no in- 
liquor did contain a notable quantity of arse-|convenience from its administration, Ne- 


pious acid, Moreover, a3 the symptoms 


experienced by the patients resembied those | 


produced by this poison, and as the digestive 
canal presented the lesions analogous to 
those occasioned by it, we properly con- 
cluded, in opposition to the opinions of the 
previous examiners, that death was the con- 
uence of poisovping by arseniousacid: 
“= it may be ugeful to direct the attention 


of our readers to one of the most important | 
shall | 


subjects in medical jurisprudence, 
bri-fly examine into the two orders of in- 
vestigation. 


Chemical sis. —The liquor found in 
the stomach of the female C——, was 
slightly coloured, but viscous and animal- 
i Hydrosulphate of soda was poured 
into it with an excess of acid. No precipi- 
tate was produced; from which cireum- 
stance the experimentalists thought they 
were entitled to infer that no arsenic was 
present ; and it is, indeed, certain, that an 
aqueous . solution of arsenious acid 
should furnish a precipitate of the yellow 
sulphuret of arsenic, if similarly treated. 
But ia this case the presence of the animal 
matter prevented the ordinary action, and 
this animal matter it was necessary to de- 
stroy or remove, before this mode of experi- 
ment could reveal the presence of the poi- 
son, Wetherefore boiled the liquor for a 
quarter of an hour; a large quantity of 
albumen was thus coagulated, and after fil- 
tration, the liquor which passed through 
clear and scarcely viscous at all, gave au 
abundant yellow precipitate, with the re 
ageuts before employed. This precipitate 
collected on a filter, washed, dried, mixe 
with charcoal and pan. and heated in the 
spirit-lamp, in a glass tube, gave a copious 
sublimate of metallic arsenic. 

With reference to this case I may here 
repeat what I have long since maintained iv 
my two memoirs on poison, aud subsequent- 
ly in my treatise on medico-legal exuma- 
tions ;—** ‘The attention of the reader can- 
not be too forcibly directed to the fact, that 
by admixture with animal matter in solution, 
the arsenious acid may be so disguised as 
to furnish no yellow colour when treated by 
sulphuretted hydrogen or its compounds ; 
but in these cases it is sufficient to evapo- 
tate the liquor to dryness and to heat the pro- 
duct of the evaporation with boiling water ; 
@ solution obtained in which liquid, sul 
phuretted hydiogen, mixed with a drop or 
two of munatic acid, will determine the 
Precipitation of all the arsenious acid in the 
State of its yellow sulphuret. 


vertheless we have seen, that this fuid did 
contain arsenious acid, What conelusion 
are we to derive from this fact? That ex- 
periments of this description are by no 
meaus §0 conclusive as have been imagined, 
Since the year 1812, I have constantly en- 
deavoured to put an end to the errors these 
experiments occasion, and | hope I have 
shown how far it is they are to be deemed 
satisfactory. 1 shall now venture to exem~ 
plify some of the most important fallacies to 
which they give rise :— 

ist. The animal to which the suspected 
matter had been given, may perish in a few 
hours after exhibiting symploms indicative 
of poisoning. ‘The couclusion is then legi- 
umate, that the matter wasa@ poison to the 
animal ; but it bag not been thereby proved 
that the individual in whose stomach it wag 
found, was poisoned by it, In fact, the 
death may have been caused by cholera 
morbus, or some other disease, in which the 
animal fluids, especially the bile, may have 
become altered, and contracted deleterious 
qualities, capable of producing all the symp- 
toms of poisoning. 

gud. If no accident manifest itself in the 
animal within forty-eight hours after the 
experiment has been com » We may 
thence infer that the matter is not @ poison 
to the animal, or that it is but feebly so; 
but it would be wrong to conclude from 
this, that the individual in whose stomach 
it was found had not been poisoned. Many 
circumstances may cause the liquids or so- 
lids contained in the digestive canal of a 
person who had been poisoned, to 
quite harmless. Such are the results of de- 
composition of the poison in the stomach, 
its intimate combination with animal mat- 
ters, its total expulsion by frequent evagua- 
tions before death, or, finally, the absorption 
of the poison, which may take place ina 
very short space of time, 

3rd. If the animal sickens, but recovers, 
the inferences are similar to those described 
in the firet section. 

1 may also add, that it has sometimes 
happened with experimentalists unaccus- 
tomed to these researches, that in conse- 
quence of the struggles of the animal, a 
part of the matters attempted to be con- 
veyed into the stomach, enters the larynx, 
and either causes fatal inflammation of the 
ungs, or suffocates by spasm of the glottis, 
Co pronounce such an event, death by poi- 
soning, would be indeed a gross error. 
Journ, de Chimie Med. 
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320 CHLORINE AND BILE.—PHOSPHORESCENCE. 


ON THE ACTION OF CHLORINE ON BILE. 
By M. Cuanves Marrevect. 


When a current of chlorine gas is passed 
through bile, the liquid loses its colour and 
smell, passing successively from an azure 
blue to dark-yellow, and, finally, to pale 
white ; a white matter is then deposited. 
The bile thus altered is soluble in cold al- 
cohol. The white substance is insoluble in 
that fluid, and may be collected on a filter ; 
it is soluble in ether, and contains the fatty 
matter of the bile altered by chlorine. The 
alcoholic solution, on evaporation, disen- 
gages vapours of muriatic acid, and deposits 
crystals of muriate of soda, and finally is 
reduced to a mass, which, when heated, is 
liquid like turpentine, bat which hardens in 
the cold, and presents all the characters of 
a perfect resin, which may be perfect! 
freed from muriate of soda by waving wi 
water, 

This resinous substance is of an obscure 

low colour, slightly bitter, solid and 

iable at ordinary temperature, becoming 
electric by friction, is remarkably soluble in 
alcohol and ether, slightly so in warm 
water, with which it forms a kind of emul- 
sion. All these solutions reddeu litmus 
paper. The resin is decomposed by heat, 
giving rise to azotised products, in which 
respect it differs from common resins ; an 
empyreumatic oil, containing muriatic acid, 
is formed at the same time. It possesses 
some acid properties, combining with bases 
in solution, from which it is precipitated by 
acids in-white flukes. It is not sensibly 
altered by the nitric or muriatic aeid, but 
is decomposed by the sulphuric acid, giving 
Yise to the formation of liquid of a beautiful 
red colour. According to these characters, 
M. Matteucci conceives that this substance 
is identical with that found by M. Bracon- 
net in the picromel of Thenard, and he pro- 
poses to term it the chloro-bilic acid. This 
acid combines readily with the metallic ox- 
ides ; it forms with soda, potassa:, lime, and 
ammonia, soluble compounds, from which 
this acid is precipitated by the smalles! 
quantity of any other; its combinations are 
always with an excess of base. 

' The green and sweet matter of the bile 
is easily obtained, according to M. Matte- 
by leaving in contact, during twelre 
or fifteen days, a mixture of bile and sul- 

hurie acid, previously agitated till the 
Fiquid assumes a yellow colour” At the 
end of this time the yellow substance (or 
the chloro-bilic acid) is deposited, and the 
liquid assumes a fine green odour. It is 
then decanted, neutralised by lime, boiled, 
filtered, and evaporated, and the residuum 
constitutes the green principle, This sub- 


stance possesses a sweet flavour, analogous 
to that of liquorice; it is very soluble in 
water and alcohol, and its colour is entirely 
destroyed by chlorine. 

According to these experiments, the com- 
position of bile is exceedingly simple, viz., 
the green substance, a fatty matter peculiar 
to sugar, and the cloro-bilate of soda and 
other salts.—Jbid. 


EXPLANATION OF THE PIOSPHORESCENCE 
OF CERTAIN SUBSTANCES. 


M. Savappin, an apothecary at Orleans, 
has performed several experiments, descrip- 
tions of which will shortly be published, 
According to these, he believes that he has 
established, that the light emitted by differ- 
eut bodies, such as rotten wood, cuttle-fish 
boues, &c., is caused by the reaction of 
Organic matters on the saline phosphates 
contained in these substances. Phosphorus 
is thus set free in minute quantities, and 
unites itself with hydrogen in its nascent 
state. This action the author compares to 
that which happens when sulphates are 
placed in similar circumstances, &c.— 
Journal de Pharmacie. 


TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


Peter. No; the publication would do injury. 
4 Hater of the Junto. Travers, the little Cock- 
sparrow, and Vincent, are all members of the Coun- 
cil ; the Middlesex Ow! is not yet elected. 


_ J. H. Harcourt. Lord Tenterden’s was an extra- 
judicial opinion, It cannot affect the law of the 
case. The enclosed sovereign has not been handed 
over to the t , a8 no iption for defray- 
ing the law-expenses has been opened. Received 
also towards the “law-expenses incurred by the 
four defendants in the criminal prosecution,” |i 
from No-Party-Man, V.from J. , and 10s." 
from An Old Member. We have to acknowledge 
also, with feelings of much satistaction, promises of 
pecuniary and every other of support 
trom all ranks of the profession. Now, we beg it to 
be distinctly understood that we cannot act as trea- 
surers in any such subscription-fund, nor can we 
take any part in furtherance of such an object. It 
is quite evident that the members of the College 
seneraily, believe that their rights have been most 
fully, most inf ly,abused by the Council. 
If, therefore, they are desirous of maintaining their 
respectability, by attempting to recover long-lost 
privileges, and to protect those individuals who are 
singled ont for prosecution or rather persecution, 
they should call a pablic ting of the bers of 
the Coliege, and deliberately discuss those pr - 
tions which are most likely to protect the common- 
alty from the revengeful feeling so 
tn all the proceedings of the Council. sums 
above-named are left at our Office. 
Pedro. In some respects, but not io all. The 
supplemental charter was ted the 
Fourth, in lo22, 
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